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There’ll be a hot time tonight! 


It wouldn’t take you ten minutes to cut plenty of wood for a 
blazing, all-night fire, if you had one of these new McCulloch 


gasoline-powered saws. 


You could cut trees down, you could cut ’em up. You could 
prune, trim, limb, split, fell, and buck. You could cut sawlogs, 
firewood, pulpwood, and construction timber. You could clear 
your land, or run a tree farm—you could build a cabin, a dock, 


a fence, or a power line. 


McCulloch power saws are the handiest timber tools you can 
buy. They weigh as little as 19 Ib, cost as little as $195 (the 
price of a few cords of wood). We'd like to send you complete. 


information free. Just mail in the coupon. 
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Model 39 illustrated 


NMcCULLOCH 


World’s largest chain saw builder 


1 i 
McCulloch Co. of Canada, Ltd. 
i 220 W. lst Ave., " 
Vancouver 10, B.C. ; 
} Please send me your 
} attractive free literature 
I on the new McCulloch saws. ; 
t 

| {| Check here if you would like information on 
1 Scott-Atwater outboard motors. i 
\ 1 
I 1 
' NAME i 
1 1 
1 " 
' ADDRESS ! 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
; 6-5045-8 : 
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DEPENDability, these husky 
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hours on the water. 
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See these sparkling, new Johnson Sea-horses 

today at your dealer’s. Youll find him listed in 

the phonebook under“OUTBOARD MOTORS” a} iatle. 
or write for free complete literature. 34992 


JOHNSON MOTORS 


PETERBOROUGH CANADA 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES- 
Canada $2:50 per year 
U.S. and Foreign $3:00 per year 
Authorized as Second Class Mail by the Post Office 


Department, Ottawa. No article or picture appearing in 
this publication may be reproduced without permission, 


in writing, from the author or fromNorthwast Digest Ltd, 
We do not guarantee the return of any articles or other 
material submitted unless accompanied by return postage 
and self-addressed envelope. Articles of 2,000 words 
or less preferred 


Manufacturers of Lawn-Boy and Lawn-Cruiser 
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Editorial 


A recent editorial on immigrants 
in the Vancouver Sun titled ‘‘Where 
Will They Sleep’’ applies not only to 
newly arriving Canadians but to es- 
tablished residents also. It hits ata 
problem of mounting concern to In- 
terior residents--that of housing. 

Says the editorial*‘Immigrant Min- 
ister Pickersgill and Finance Min- 
ister Harris ought totalkthings over. 
Not because Mr. Pickersgill isn’t be- 
ing imaginative over Canada’s much 
needed immigrants--he’s prepared to 
bring inthousands from Europe start - 
ing March 15. Nor because Mr. Har- 
ris’s department of finance isn’t will- 
ing to help with aid. But because, as 
B.C. Federation of Labor asks: 
‘‘Where are they going to sleep at 
night,’’ Mr. Harris’s tight money 
policy is hitting home building hard. 

Housing will soon be ata premium , 
points out the editorial. This empha- 
sizes the major weakness of govern- 
ment anti-inflation policies. Graphs , 
statistics, and economic theories 
have little meaning toa house-hunting 
citizen. He asks himself why, in this 
wealthy country with a booming trade 
and a massive government, and a 
multitude of government experts and 
advisers, the principal anti-inflation 
move seems to hit hardest at home 
building. 

Too many families, he says, are 
living in poor housing. Too many 
people are paying premium rents for 
this accommodation. The plain man, 
who has a way of reducing to plain 
questions the things he experiences 
or sees for himself, wants to know 
why limiting house building halts in- 
flation. 

His thinking is plain and his critic- 
ism blunt. There’s lots of lumber , 
lots of skilled labor, lots of demand 
--then why not go ahead with home 
building, he asks. If there’s an an- 
swer, the government hasn’t toldhim. 

That is why the B.C. Federation of 
Labor, and the Building Trades Coun- 
cil, and the International Woodwork- 
ers of America, ask: ‘‘Where are the 
immigrants going to sleep’’. 

Citizens throughout Canada are 
asking questions about credit re- 
strictions. Contractors and builders , 
trade union leaders in the construct - 
ion industry, the rank and file in this 
and sub-trades, young married cou- 
ples and those about to marry, want 
to know where the homes are coming 
from. Converted basements? Attics ? 
Doubling up? All those wretched 
social miseries that have made many 
parts of Britian and Europe a good 
place to flee from. 

The plain man thinks this isn’t good 
enough in prosperous Canada. He is 
beginning to ask for something better 
for himself and family. And, con- 


cludes the editorial, it’s an excellent 
sign of the plain man’s humanity that 
he’s beginning to ask for something 
better for the immigrants who are 
soon to arrive in thousands. ”’ 

Going a step further than the Sun 
we say that the Government’s policy 
on house building shows a lack of unde 
rstanding.. Ottawa will lend $80,- 
000,000 to a Company for a pipeline , 
lend it without a murmur and in the 
face of combined opposition for the 
other political parties. But when it 
comes to assisting the common citi- 
zen to build a house they draw back 
in horror, saying, no, no it will cause 
inflation. We say that this is bunk. 


Housing is the best possible invest - 


ment in the nation. It creates em- 
ployment, utilizes building materials , 
raises the standard of living and the 
nation’s health, just to mention a few 
benefits. 

The trouble with our policy makers 
in Ottawa isthat they have ittoo good. 
Many are independently wealthy and 
to them sub-standard houses are 
something that exhists only in an Al 
Cappcartoon. A Government spokes - 
man recently indicated that we over- 
produced on houses last year. This, 
of course, is also bunk. 

In Quesnel and in every other ex- 
panding B.C. center, families are 
forced to live in shacks. Not one 


Continued on Page 40 
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Box 243, 
Alert Bay, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Will you kindly renew my two gift 
subscriptions for another year. 

I get mine at the local news stand, 
in fact it was me who had them get 
the Northwest Digest for me. They 
ordered two copies at first. I told 
others about the Digest and kept a 
copy with me to show others. They 
now sell ten copies. It isn’t as many 
as I thought but I’m doing my best to 
help sell more each month. 

Incidentally, I like your last few 
covers very well, and don’t have any 
more trouble picking them out. 

Keep up the good work, I am for 
you 100%, there isn’t another maga- 
zine that cancompare with the North- 
west Digest for my money. 

Sincerely yours, 
Bill Mason. 


## Thanks forthe boost, Bill. Fol- 
lowers like you are the main reason 
why our circulation keeps rising. 


110 Tupper Street, 
Chilliwack, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Another year has drawn to an end 
and time to send in my subscription 
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to the most welcome magazine to en- 
ter the house. I have been taking the 
Digest since 1947 and have practically 
all the issues packed away so I can 
refer to them at anytime. 

I have shared my Digest with many 
people, even folks miles away. Asa 
result some have been contemplating 
selling their business in a larger city 
and moving to a smaller place. One 
person was very much interested in 
Terrace and I sent him the Digest 
which had the article in it about Ter- 
race. This person has now opened 
his own modern store in Terrace and 
loves it there. 

I enjoy the short stories, the con- 
tinued ones and the many educational 
articles such as Kitimat, the Moran 
Dam, and many more. 

Once again let me say the North- 
west Digest is the most welcome and 
read magazine that enters our home. 

Sincerely, 
Jim Clements. 


2745 East 26th Ave. , 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Herewith is my subscription for 
another year. Please don’t change 
the covers again, its first rate the 
way it is now. An attractive cover 
has eye appeal and sales value we 
know, but the good stories are be- 
tween the covers, not on’em. Soon 


as I get done with my issues I place 
them in waiting rooms in various 
business houses, so others can read 
them and so get the good news spread 
around where it will dothe most good. 

I particularly like ‘‘Around the 
Towns’”’ lots of good solid news of 
progress in them, but then they are 
all good. I’d like to see more on the 
Moran Dam too, seems to bea squab- 
ble between Powercand Fish plus a 
good leavening of Politics. 

Fish are very important we know, 
but at the price it is today thousands 
of us can’t afford a good B.C. Red. 
Salmon steak more than twicea year , 
sort of pricing it off the market, as 
it were. I remember when we bought 
good Sockeye at Port Haney from the 
fishermen fortencents a piece. They 
made a good living at it too, but of 
course that was in ‘‘the good old days’”’ 
around the turn of the century. But 
the same fish don’t taste any better 
today, in spite of the rise in price. 

Best wishes for your continued 
success. 

Sincerely, 
F. B. West. 


## And best wishes to you, too, sir. 
We won’t be changing the cover style 
again. Hope torunmoreon the Moran 
Dam in a future issue. 


Western Line District, 
Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Enclosed is my subscription for the 
Northwest Digest, a magazine that is 
doing a terrific job of promoting the 
Canadian Northwest to its own people 
in that area and also to the tourists. 

I have always been interested in 


Hotel Devonshire 


849 WEST GEORGIA ST. 


SSeS ES eS 


@® VANCOUVER |, B.C 


“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME” 


FINE FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS 
SERVED IN CONGENIAL SURROUNDINGS 


Ample Parking Facilities For Out-OF-Town Guests 


@ SINGLE ROOMS from $5.00 
@ DOUBLE ROOMS from $7.50 


Downtown Conveniences at Home Town Prices 


W. Fred Evans, Managing Director 
Telephone: PAcific 5481 


the Northwest and more so now as I 
have several Hudson Bay stores in 
that area under my management. The 
units being Kitwanga, Hazelton, Fort 
St. James and McLeods Lake, also 
Fort Nelson. 

I enjoyed very much your articles 
on Highway 16 Holiday and Around the 
Townsin'the September -October 1956 
issue. 


Yours sincerely, 
Geo. F. Ferrand, 
Manager. 


Alexis Creek, 
Bee. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


My wife, my daughter and I arenew 
residents of B.C., having declared 
our intentions of becoming citizens of 
the Province early in September at 
which time we moved to Alexis Creek 
from the town of Okanogan in Wash- 
ington State. 

We have subscribed to your wonder - 
ful magazine for some time and would 
like to have you send our copies to 
the above address. We hope to settle 
on a cattle ranch, or a farm, some- 
where in the Cariboo District. 

Now that our children, two boys 
and a girl, are grown, I hope to have 
the time to indulge a lifelong ambi- 
tion: to write about the experiences 
we have had and hope to have. I have 
inclosed a sample of my work and 
would like your opinion of it. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.R. ‘Bert’ Wassel. 


## It wasn’t quite what we wanted, 
Bert, but keep trying. As someone 
pointed out several thousand years 
ago, Rome wasn’t built in a dav. 


RR #3, 
Vernon, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


{I have the fishing and hunting lodge 
bug and would like to be on my own 
instead of working for someone else. 
Do you knowof anyone who feels like- 
wise ? 

Capital is the big drawback so if 
you know of anyone who is interested 
in discussing prospects of building a 
hunting and fishing lodge in northern 
B.C. I wonder if you could have them 
contact me. 

I have a pilots license and would be 
able to fly to isolated lakes for good 
fishing. 

Sincerely, 
Mike Hackman. 


## Can any of our readers hel 
Mike? i 


FIN 


LIGHTING & POWER PLANTS 


WORKS 


Crawler Loaders, 
Hoes. 


CORP. 


RUSTON & HORNSBY 


Diesel Engines, 


@ PEERLESS 


UNIVERSAL 


Blacktop Plants. 


JUNKERS 


@ NUBREX 


er es 
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DIESEL ENGINES 
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Loaders, Road Rollers. 
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Power Plants, Gas Turbines. 


Logging and General Purpose Trail- 
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Crushing Screening, 


LONDON CONCRETE 
MACHINERY CO. LTD. 


Pumps, Concrete Mixers, and Hoists. 


AVELING-BARFORD 


Road and Pavement Rollers, 
Dump Trucks and Graders. 


Free Piston Diesel Compressors. 


Greasing Equipment, Guns, Nipples, 
Hoses and Containers. 
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Power Units, Generator Sets. 
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Work or play... ee ae = 
=< Evinrude” 


THE CHOICE FOR 
POWER AFLOAT 


Your kind of outboard . . . you'll find in the 
new Evinrudes. For here’s new high-torque 


custom-designed 
(illustrated) 


| ELECTRIC-STARTING 
BIGTWIN* 


power, years ahead features, gleaming, 


ing that’s new for 
bietwin modern beauty, everything t’s ne 


> STANDARD operating ease. Here’s big-load power and 


: rugged stamina for the toughest workboat 
7 All with full gearshift, separ- 

7, ate fuel tank or system. 
-) Take remote controls. *12 
volt heavy duty electric 
starting. Generator optional. 


service—blazing speed and creamy-smooth 


performance for “the most fun afloat.” 


See these 1957 Evinrude outboards at your dealer’s— 
he is listed, under “Outboard Motors” in the phone book, 
or write for full information. 
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Nimpo Lake, attractive fishing rendezvous on the Chilcotin plateau in the shadow of the Coast Mountains. 


There are three resorts on the lake with cabins and boats for rent. 


DeETWwEEN Hhe TOWNS 


B.C. Govt. photo 


Nimpo Lake rainbows. 


advertisements of lodges, resorts, 


For a change of pace we have substituted our regular feature ‘Around the Towns’ with this description of 
the 300 mile road between Williams Lake and Bella Coola. 
Northwest Travelguide to British Columbia, except that space limitations compelled us to delete the 
stores, and other business establishments along the route. 


Extending across almost one half 
of B.C. in the swirling pattern of a 
cowboy’s lariat is the 300 mile Road 
of Romance linking Williams Lake in 
the Cariboo to Bella Coola on the 
mountain flanked Pacific coast. In 
its westward course from the grass- 
lands of the Interior to salt water at 
Bella Coola the road traverses an 
area famous for herds of Herefords , 
for pioneers who exchanged civili- 
zation for the unknown and content- 
ment, for unexcelled upland bird and 


The material is a chapter from the 1957 


big game hunting, and for scenery 
ranging from arid plains to the lush 
vegetation ofthe rain-washed Pacific 
slopes. 

The route winds across the Chil- 
cotin plateau, gradually rising from 
3,100 feet on the banks of the Fraser 
to 4,200 feet as it approaches the 
coast mountains at Anahim Lake. 
Generally speaking its pathis through 
fairly open country dotted with nat- 
uralmeadows andclumps offir, pine, 


Continued on Page 17 
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HOW B.C/S RESIDENTS EARY A LIVING — PROSPECTOR 
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IDA MACKIE 


‘*You mean to say that right here 
at Southbank, on your own doorstep, 
you’ve discovered Uranium ?”’ 

Paddy Carroll chuckled. ‘‘That’s 
the hell of it,’’ he said, as the needle 
on the Geiger Counter’s dial spurted 
across into the green, ‘‘high-count- 
ing’’ area. ‘‘We packed these rocks 
for the sidewalk from various places 
around the country. Whenever we 
saw a large, flat rock we’d throw it 
in the jeep and bring it home. Now 
we don’t know where this high-kicking 
rock came from. 

‘‘Doesn’t it worry you, Paddy, 
wondering whether you missed a bet , 
or if you’ll find that big strike to- 
morrow?’’ 

‘‘Yaaarrrr!’’ growled Paddy in a 
word which means Yes, No and Go- 
jum p-off-a-cliff, all in one. ‘‘That’s 
why Prospecting is the most inter- 
esting business in the world. After 
forty years at this game, I still look 
forward to what each day might bring. 
Maybe copper prices went up over- 
night; or maybe a new use has been 
found for gallium; perhaps a pottery 
outfit has decided to start a business 
and I know where there’s Kaolin a- 
plenty; or an Assay might arrive in 
the mail, showing a high value ona 
claim I’m holding...this is how it 
goes every day. What could be more 
interesting?”’ 

‘‘And besides,’’ added Beatrice 
Carroll, ‘‘what other business would 
give us the freedom to roam through 
these beautiful mountain regions?’’ 

To prove the point, Paddy and 
Beatrice arrived at our home next 
morning to take us out on a picnic. 
The accent was on the ‘‘pick’’ so, 
besides a grub-box, we took a Geiger 
Counter, axe, shovel, Claim tags and 
a pick. About an hour’s drive took us 
to the end of a narrow side-road. 
Shouldering the ‘‘picnic’’ equipment, 
we scrambled up a hillside, across 
a field, through a Swamp, over a- 
nother hill and down into a grassy 
hollow. The party, headed by Bea- 
trice, stopped beside a heap of freshly 
cracked rock. 

““T still don’t know about this rock, ’’ 
Paddy explained. ‘‘I just happened to 
see it last week. There appears to 


re 2.8 be a showing of copper stain, and 

: a considerable sulphides. ’’ 
Beatrice Carroll checking a ‘high kicking’ piece ‘‘What we need to do,’’ Beatrice 
of ground, Photos by the author. Continued on Page 37 
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Whooping riders persuaded the cattle onto the bridge over the Fraser River at Quesnel 


‘Longest and toughest trail drive 
in North America’’, read the news- 
paper report on Pan Phillips’ cattle 
drive from Home Ranch back in the 
Itcha Mountains out to the Quesnel 
Cattle Sale in October. The idea in- 
trigued me. Whynot go along on such 
a drive? And for three years I tried 
unsuccessfully to fit it into my plans. 

Finally, in September 1956, with 
the cooperation of Ike Sing, store- 
keeper and postmaster at Anahim. 
Lake, I set out from Anahim Lake 
over a bumpy wagon road with Bap- 
tiste, a Chilcotin Indian, 60 miles 
across the Itcha Mountains to Home 
Ranch. The story of its pioneering 
has been admirably told by Rich Hob- 
soninhis books GRASS BEYOND THE 
MOUNTAINS, and recently in NO- 
THING TOO GOOD FOR A COWBOY. 

Late on the second afternoon, Bap- 
tiste and I reached a fenced-in mea- 
dow, then a much larger one with 


fenced at and a spread of 
log cabins. A tall woman in denims, 
baby in her arms, called from | the 
porch, ‘‘Welcome, come on in. 

Baptiste and I dropped our aeaTe 
on the floor, while Betty Phillips 
hustled the fire in the range and made 
fresh coffee. Pan soon came in, 
quick blue eyes peering out of a 
whiskery face, and I knewat once the 
cattle drive would be fun. 

‘‘Toughest drive?’’ mused Pan. 
‘““Why, we call it our annual picnic ! 
I guess it’s the longest, alright, at 
200 miles. But heck, we take iteasy. 
Never hustle the cattle along. Don’t 
mzke much over ten miles a day, 
sometimes not that. ’’ 


(Campared with dogsled trips in the 


Canadian Arctic, it was easy, a pic- 
nic, as Pan said. But not by any 
other standards, except those of good 
comnpanionship, hearty food, and a 
fascinating glimpse of a vanishing 


cineindcene TRAIL DWE 


RICHARD HARRINGTON 


Photos by the author 


segment of Canadian life. The weath- 
er dumped rain down our necks. Near- 
ly blistered us with heat, so we took 
off oir shirts. Dropped the mercury 
to12 degrees below freezing, making 
us hop off our horses to stamp the 
frostbite out of our feet. 

There were endless preparations 
before the drive could get under way. 
Grub to be readied, clothing selected 
and packed, the garden vegetables to 
be stored in the roothouse. Nosebags 
had to be sewn for the horses, saddles 
Oiled, the wagon-base shortened by 
two feet so it could negotiate roots 
and stumps. The wagon carried our 
gear--food, tent, extra clothing, and 
most precious of all, 6-months-old 
baby Robert Phillips, now making his 
second journey over the trail. 

Everyone worked with leisurely 
haste, accomplishing a great deal, 


Continued on Page 29 
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The Fraser Canyon near Yale. 
Canada Highway standards. 
costs in places are $1,000,000 a mile. In 1862-65 the entire 400 mile long Cariboo Wagon Road 
from Yale to Barkerville was built for this price. 


The entire route is being reconstructed and brought up to Trans- 


An indication of the rugged nature of the Canyon is that construction 


B.C. Govt. photo 


THE FRASER CANYON 


Within the 360,000 square miles of 
land and water that make up British 
Columbia it is debatable whether any 
more spectacular combination of his- 
tory and scenery exists than that 
which is in the Fraser Canyon. 

Through this sixty mile gorge the 
mighty Fraser River tumbles and 
boils, draining the silt and water 
from anarea more thantwice the size 
of New York State. Here, magnifi- 
cence and destruction are inflexibly 
linked for the bones of many pioneers 
are strewn among this jumble of rock 
and water that sprawls in the cradle 
of the Coast Mountain Range. 
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The first explorer to conquer the 
Fraser Canyon was Simon Fraser. 
This dour Scot traversed the 500 miles 
of the River from Fort George to 
tidewater in 1808. Of the Canyon, he 
said, ‘‘It is so wild that I cannot find 
words to describe our situation. We 
had to pass where no human beings 
should venture. ”’ 

This watercourse of twisted cav- 
erns and seemingly senseless mounds 
of rock is guarded at its Southern end 
by Lady Franklin Rock. This solitary 
island in the middle of the River is 
about one hundred and fourteen miles 
inland from Vancouver. Here, the 


murky, swirling water makes a 
treacherous combination with the 
massive dark rock, a roaring indi- 
cation ofthe terrors ofthe imprisoned 
River just above. 

Just South from Lady Franklin Rock 
the village of Yale, (Pop. 200), slum- 
bers. The traveller will find it hard 
to believe that Yale was once a mining 
community of more than three thou- 
sand people. Yale was the jumping 
off spot for all the miners who were 
drawn North by the lust for gold. In 
the 1850’s this place was riotous with 
a dozen saloons and dancing halls. 


Continued on Page 35 
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Progress is the key word in British 
Columbia today. The roads are gett- 
ing wider, and straighter, and smooth- 
er; there’s new industry moving in 
and old ramshackle schools being torn 
down; there are more cars, more TV 
sets, more electric services, higher 
buildings, lower deathrates andmore 
jobs with less work at more pay. 

It is, without a doubt, a happy pic- 
ture. One cannot quarrel with pro- 
gress. Everybody is expected to be 
in favor of progress, just as every- 
body is expected to be opposed to 
maneating sharks. 

However, I am not going to discuss 
progress in the Cariboo. I am not 
going to list the new schools nor the 
new roads nor the drive-in movies; 
Iam not going to tell you about how 
the lumber business is thriving there , 
nor dwell upon the fact that health 
services have become very up-to- 
date and that the average income is 
rising. 
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I may be wrong, of course, but I 
believe the most important things 
about the Cariboo are those things 
which are not new and shiny. The 
important things about the Cariboo, I 
suggest, are its habits, and customs 
and speech; its way of life which has 
preserved a unique and fascinating 
pattern generation after generation. 

They saythat man makes the coun- 
try; that the wilderness is just that - 
wilderness - until man comes along 
and assaults it, twists it, changes it 
to the form he desires, He places 
the stamp of his habits and customs 
on the very face of the land. 

But I suggest to you that the country 
also, to a large degree, makes the 
man. Even while man is working to 
change the shape of his land, the land 
itself is exerting a force upon his 
character, customs, and habits. 

In this and future articles I’m going 
to try to show you the picture of the 
Cariboo man. He is the product of a 
bold, and raucous and whimsical land. 
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The personality of that land is a part 
of his personality and there is, in 
fact, no duplicate today of this man of 
the British Columbia interior. It’s a 
big land, high, dry, windy, beautiful; 
but it is also capricious, sometimes 
cruel; alternately generous and mi- 
serly. And it is, above all, in the 
sweep of those hills, casual. It is 
the casual country, and it is best ap- 
proached in the casual manner. 

So, instead of listing the bank clear - 
ing figures of Williams Lake, which 
no doubt are setting some kind of a 
record, let us consider instead busi- 
ness as it is conducted in the Lee’s 
General Store at Hanceville in the 
Chilcotin district. 


It is an old, barnlike building built 
of logs - a sideline of Dan Lee’s 
ranch, and it sits in a fold of those 
rolling hills of toasted brown grass 
that typify the Chilcotin cattle range. 
Inside are all the things which mem- 
ory associates with the country gen- 
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Wide open spaces, catt 
life. 


goes all out to make visitors feel welcome. 


station in Williams Lake. 


eral store offifty years ago - horse- 
shoes hanging on the wall, blue jeans 
heaped on the plank counters, sacks 
of flour, bright print dresses for the 
Indian women, pale yellow rope for 
the cowboys, ten gallon hats, smoky 
smelling moosehide moccasins and 
jackets. 

The first time I ever walked into 
the Lee’s store the elder Mrs. Lee 
was alone there. Mrs. Lee has been 
in the Cariboo country fora very long 
time. She came there on a stage 
coach, backin the last century, fresh 
from the well-manicured green fields 
of England into this raw, harsh and 
lonely land, and she’s lived here ever 
since. Her voice itself is a fascin- 
ating combination too because at one 
minute Mrs. Lee may be talking to 
the Indians in their own gutteral tongue 
and the next she’ll speak with that 
clear, bell-like tone which is the gift 
that some Englishwomen never lose 
no matter how long they may be away 
from the land of their birth. 

I bought something at the store that 
day. I forget what. Probably a pack- 
age of cigarettes. But what I do re- 
member is that when I laid a five 
dollar bill on the counter Mrs. Lee 
fished out an old cigar box full of 
change from under the counter and 
passed it outtome and said ‘‘I’m very 
sorry, but my eyes have failed me 
lately. Would you mind picking out 
your own change. ’’ 

Well, I picked out my own change 
and drove away, and at the time I 
didn’t think much of the incident one 
way or the other. But, looking back, 
I realize that this transaction was 
casual only because it happened in 
the casual country and, such is the 
spirit of the strange old piece of ter- 


le ranches, and stampedes are a feature of Cariboo 
The Williams Lake Stampede is among B.C.’s largest and everyone 
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ritory, that Mrs. Lee can keep on let- 
ting customers fish their own change 
out of that cigar box for another five 
years and never be one cent short in 
her accounting at the end. 

This, then, reflects a way of life 
that has never basically changed over 
the generations; generations while the 
gold rushes came, and faded away; 
while the red-brown herds of cattle 
ebbed and flowed across the hills; 
while the Indian bands went their own 
lonely and sometimes unhappy way 
and while governments and regula- 
tions and the hustle and bustle of the 
growing cities on the coast seemed 
faint and far away and, indeed, not 
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very important either. 


There are a hundred facets to this 
character of the Cariboo, most of 
them with a smile inthem somewhere. 

Consider for instance this incident 
which occurred a couple of years ago 
when a prominent Vancouver citizen 
died. This coast businessman had 
been a very keen duck hunter and 


when he died two of his old shooting 
cronies from the Cariboo made the 
long drive to the city to attend the 
funeral. 

Well a funeral, of course, isa pretty 
solemn affair and the two men from 
the Cariboo were rather subdued. But 
it happened that the grave was beside 
one of those bushy, ornamental blue 
spruces and as the coffin was being 
lowered and a solemn hush lay all 
about, one of the pair spoke his last 
farewell in a whisper loud enough to 
carry to Granville Street. 

‘“‘Well,’’ he said, ‘‘well, even dead 
he’s grabbed the only duck blind in 
the whole cemetery. ’’ 

The casual country. There it is, 
the casual country. Casual in death, 
casual in health, casual in loss. 

One night on the Cariboo Highway I 
came upon an accident. A cowboy, 
driving acar he’d bought only a couple 
of days before, had struck a three 
point buck deer which had hopped into 
his path. The deer was dead and the 
car wasn’t much better - the fenders 
and the grill were crumpled, the 
radiator was spewing -water over the 
black top. 

Now cowboys don’t make much 
money, not compared with, say, a 
coast logger or a fisherman, and this 
must have been quite a financial blow 
to that cowboy. But he just asked me 
to help him push his car off to the 
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side of the road and drive him toa 
friend’s ranch up the road. “‘T figure’} 
he said, ‘‘that the best thing to do is 
throw away the car and eat the deer. 
And I wouldn’t be a bit surprised if 
that’s what he did. 

Cariboo people are not given to 
to worrying. If they do worry, they 
worry about things which don’t really 
matter a great deal but which come 
in neat, handy packages that a man 
can handle without undue effort. It is 
the principle that it is reasonable to 
worry about a blister on your heel, 
but pointless to worry about a broken 
leg. However, as I say, there is no 
objection to reasonable hand-package 
worries in the Cariboo. 

About as good an example of this 
as can be met occurred at last year’s 
Williams Lake stampede and it in- 
volved afriend I’llcall Sam - because 
that’s his name. 

It was on the last day of the stam- 
pede, and Sam and I were sitting in 
his hotel room over a drink. Sam was 
about to start for home but first, he 
said, he had to hurry down tothe desk 
to register this same room for next 
year’s stampede. 

‘‘Tdo this every year,’’ he told me. 

Nowthis sort of long range planning 
is as foreign to the Cariboo as palm 
trees, so I asked why, and Sam pro- 
ceeded to explain. 

“Tt’?s a most important thing that I 
get this particular room,”’ he told 
me. ‘‘You’ll notice, this here room 
overlooks the main intersection of 
town, don’t it? Now,’’he said, ‘‘that’s 
why it’s so important. Every year I 
cancome to the stampede and sit here 
with a glass in one hand, and a bottle 
in the other and in the course of three 
days practically every man, woman, 
child and horse in the Cariboo is go- 
ing to pass in front of my eyes down 
there. 

‘‘Now every year, when I get home, 
the wife wants to know what I’ve been 
doing. Checking up on me, y’see. So 
she says, ‘Did you see so and so?’ 
and I say ‘Yees I saw him, ‘and she 
says ‘Did you see so and so?’ and I 
say, ‘Yees,’ and ‘Did you see so and 
so?’ and I say ‘Yees.’ And it’s all 
true, you see, I have seen them, right 
down there on the street. Of course, 
being a woman, she has to try to trip 
me up sooner or later so finally she 
says, ‘Did you see so and so?’ and I 
say, ‘Yees’ and she_ says ‘That’s 
funny, because he wasn’t even there!’ 

Ahwell.’’ Sam dusted some ash off 
his trousers. ‘‘When it reaches that 
stage,’’ he says, ‘‘Ijust say, ‘Woman, 
don’t complain. You’re askin’ for 
conversation, I’m givin’ you conver- 
sation!’ ’’ And off he went to register 
for next year’s stampede. 

Or, if you want another example of 
worry in a good cause, consider the 
circumstances surrounding the elect - 


ion of the Lord Mayor of Barkerville 
a couple of years ago. 

Barkerville was a big city once 
when it was the central town of the 
gold rush, but at this time it had faded 
away to a mere dozen or so people , 
most of whom are engaged in a local 
mining venture. One evening Barker - 
ville decided it was time they had a 
mayor. Not an ordinary mayor but a 
Lord Mayor, like London. So they 
elected one. Now what, you may say, 
is a Lord Mayor going to do? It is 
simply this. 

There is anarrowroad winding into 
Barkerville, and on it is a narrow 
bridge across a creck. The bridge is 
so narrow it can accomodate only one 


A virtual sea of lumber at Prince George. 


car at a time. But a traffic count 
showed atthis time that there was an 
average of two cars per day on the 
Barkerville road - one going and one 
coming. The citizens foresaw that 
sooner or later a dilemma must arise 
- what would happen when both cars 
got to the narrow bridge at the same 
time. Who would go across first ? 
And this is the reason for the Lord 
Mayor. He is the man who will be 
called on that day, the day of Barker - 
ville’s first traffic jam to adjudicate 
the dispute at the bridge, his first, 
his last, his only duty. 

This sort of thing may not have the 
same effect upon society as worries 
about radioactive fallout, or the Rus- 
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Besides its casual attitude, 


the Cariboo its famous for its vacation resorts. 


sian situation, or the reform of ju- 
venile delinquents, or the reform of 
the Senate, but it is, certainly, pro- 
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ductive of a much healthier people. 
The Cariboo, you see, refuses to be- 
come unduly excited about death and 
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taxes and the rest of the woes which 
it shares with us all. 

Theoretically, life in the Cariboo 
has all the ramifications of life in 
Kitsilano, or Oak Bay, or Langley. 
But in fact life takes an individual 
twist there. It never is quite what 
the style book says it should be. 

In the remote community of Anahim 
Lake, the majesty of law is repre- 
sented by a rancher named Andrew 
Christensen who serves as Justice of 
the Peace for a few hundred square 
miles of territory about him. Now 
Andy, in a sensible way, appreciates 
his duties and his responsibilities in 
this task. When he presides in his 
little court, hetakes off his blue jeans 
and dons a sober blue suit, and he 
insists that the Royal Canadian Mount - 
ed policeman who attends shall be in 
proper dress uniform. There is, or 
at least there is supposed to be, noth- 
ing casual about this court. But look 
at what happens: 

Not long ago an Indian pleaded 
guilty to a theft charge. The depart- 
ment. of Indian Affairs requested 
leniency for the guilty man, and the 
court acceded to the request. But 
‘J.P.’ Christensen determined that 
the man should not go before he real- 
ized the seriousness of his offence. 
So he lectured him, gently but firmly , 
upon the law, and the penalties which 
the law provides and upon the fact that 
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it was only the extreme fairness and 
flexibility of our system of justice that 
permitted the guilty man in this case 
to go free with a five dollar fine in- 
stead of going off to the jailhouse. 
When this sober little sermon was 
ended the prisoner stirred. He spoke 
to the policeman and the policeman 
said, ‘‘Your Worship, the prisoner 
wishes to address the court.’’ Aha, 
thought JP Christensen, ‘‘perhaps this 
has had some effect.’’ But when the 
prisoner did speak, these were his 
words; “Andy,” he said, “Andy, please 


BETWEEN THE TOWNS 
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and poplar. Some of the route is 
heavily timbered and some of it is 
semi-arid where lowrainfall and high 
altitude combine to make a sea of 
jackpine the main growth. 

In general the road offers no prob- 
lems for the motorist. However re- 
member that it is a side road and 
drive accordingly. In many places 
40 to 50 is a safe speed; in others 10 
to 15. The road is regularly graded 
with about half the distance gravelled. 
Gas and oil is available about every 
30 miles and inan emergency ranches 
along the route will be found most 
helpful. 

In the following two way mileage , 
Williams Lake will appear as W.L. 
and Bella Coola as B.C. We started 
at .the P.G.E. station in downtown 
Williams Lake. From the _ station 
drive about halfa mile south then turn 
right, across Williams Creek bridge. 
For the first five miles the road 
climbs, sometimes gradually, some- 
times abruptly. Always keep well to 
the right. 

W.L. 1.6 - B.C. 298.4, Junction. 
Road to Alkali Lake and Dog Creek 
turns left. This side road makes a 
sweep through the south Chilcotin and 
joins the Cariboo Highway near Clin- 
ton. 

W.L. 14.8 - B.C. 285.2. An ex- 
cellent view of the gray, silt laden 
Fraser River. In many places the 
river has eroded a channel 2,000 feet 
deep. The hill is 2 1/2 miles long so 
use your gears instead of your brakes. 
Across the bridge, known as Chimney 
Creek bridge and built in 1922, the 
road climbs sharply for four miles. 

As you climb the west bank of the 
Fraser you may be fortunate enough 
to see the California Bighorn sheep 
which inhabit the area. There are 
only about 1,500 of these majestic 
animals left on the entire continent 
and the band, here, numbering about 
225, forms the largest individual 
group. The area is a game reserve 
and the animals are rigidly protected. 
Recently some ofthem were success- 


you pay my fine. I ain’t got five dol- 
lars, Andy. ’”’ 

Furthermore, the Cariboo being as 
it is, Justice of the Peace Andrew 
Christensen did dig down in his pock- 
ets and paythe fine; further thanthat , 
he hasn’t yet been repaid; and if he is 
repaid, it’s likely to be in the form 
of a bale of squirrel pelts. 

But then, if we can disregard the 
financial loss suffered by the court, 
who’ is to say that justice wasn’t well 
served in this, the casual law of the 
casual country. 

To be continued. 


fully live trapped and transplanted to 
Oregon and southern regions of B.C. 
where they once flourished but either 
died or were hunted out. The story 
behind this successful and unique ex- 
periment was told in full in the May- 
June 1956, issue of the Northwest 
Digest. 

W.L. 22 - B.C. 278, Meldrum cut- 
off. A side road leads northward to 
the Meldrum Creek area, home 
stamping grounds of Eric Collier, 
well known author, guide, andtrapper . 
He recently won the Outdoor Life con- 
servation award for his work in re- 
storing muskrat to his district. 

You are now on the Chilcotin pla- 
teau, a 7,000 square mile area 
stretching 190 miles west to the coast 
range, south through the Taseko Lake 
region almost to Bridge River, and 
northtothe Blackwater country. Here 
the horizon seems just a little farther 
away, the air a little sweeter, the 
sky a little bluer, and the sense of 
freedom a little stronger. This is an 
area of wide open spaces, of boulders 
scattered like acropacross the plains 
by glaciers that were 2,500 feet thick 
and of cowboys who ride the range for 
a living instead of for pleasure. 

This is a region known for hundred 
thousand acre ranches and herds of 


whiteface cattle, and as you-journey’ 


along you are constantly reminded of 
this fact. The split rail fences, the 
meadows androlling countryside, and 
the road signs reading ‘‘Caution. Open 
range. Cattle at large’’ tell their own 
story. 

W.L. 32.8 - B.C. 267.2, Becher 
dam on left. Excellent camping site 
and fishing for pan trout. 

W.L. 34.3 - B.C. 265.7, North 
Riske Creek. Good fishing for pan 
trout. About amilenorthup the creek 
is a natural soda spring. The water 
mixes well with whiskey, so claim 
local residents. 

W.L, 34.6 - B.C. 265.4. The first 
of a series of cattle guards you will 
cross along the route. These guards 
are actually road fences because 
cattle will not cross the slatted 
boards. 

W.L. 35.3 - B.C. 264.7, South Riske 
Creek. Pan trout. 
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Wi, 4251 = Bec. 257.9, Cattle 
guard and holding ground. There are 
several holding grounds on the wayto 
Anahim Lake. They were erected by 
the B.C. Forest Service to aid ran- 
chers in their fall trail drives from 
the Chilcotin to Williams Lake. The 
holding grounds are roughly a day’s 
journey apart and by penning their 
cattle at night ranchers are saved the 
tedious chore of riding night herd. 

W.L. 46.6 - B.C. 253.4, South 
Riske Creek. Two miles further, 
westbound, is Sawmill creek. 

W.L. 54.5 - B.C. 245.6. First 
glimpse of the Chilcotin River valley. 
The name ‘Chilcotin’ refers to the 
Indian tribe which inhabited the entire 
plateau. They were fiercely inde- 
pendent and were the instigators of 
several massacres. The Chilcotin 
river is over 145 miles long and drains 
an area of about 7,000 square miles. 
Its headwaters are in the Itcha moun- 
tains. 

Across the river is the Chilko 
Ranch, a famous pioneer spread with 
about 6, 000 head of white face Here- 
fords. The distant mountains are 
part of the Coast range, with many 
of the peaks over 10, 000 feet. 

W.L. 59.8 - B.C. 240.2, Hance- 
ville. This is the site of the first land 
staked in the Chilcotin. In 1879 Tom 
Hance, in partnership with Doc Eng- 
lish, established a trading post here. 
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The post expanded and became a ranch, 
ahostelry, and the only stopping place 
in the country. Even a grist mill, 
used by settlers for miles around, 
flourished until better roads and pack- 
ing facilities made it no longer nec- 
essary. 

The ranch is still owned and oper- 
ated by the Hance family. In fact 
Grover, wellknown rancher and guide, 
was the first white child born in the 
Chilcotin. 

A well known resident here is Mrs. 
Norman Lee at Lee’s General Store. 
Her husband, the late Norman Lee, 
was a well known pioneer who during 
the Klondike gold rush attempted to 
drive a herd of cattle overlandthrough 
the wilderness of B.C. to Dawson 
City. After months of struggle the 
party reached Teslin Lake innorthern 
B.C. and planned to raft the cattle 
down the lake. Howevera storm blew 
up and everything was lost. When he 
finally arrived back, Norman Lee had 
nothing but a blanket, a dog, and a 
dollar. 

W.L. 66.8 - B.C. 233.2. Anahim 
Indian Reserve. 

W.L. 68.6 - B.C. 231.4. Anahim 
Creek. 

W.L. 74.6 - B.C. 225.4, Alexis 
Creek. Acommunity with a theater , 
lodge, motel, garage facilities, and 
other businesses. It has a population 
of about 75 and is largely a govern- 


ment administrative center. The R. 
C.M.P., the Game Commission, the 
Forestry, and other departments have 
headquarters here. In addition there 
is a school and a Red Cross outpost 
hospital. For the sportsman the Chil- 
cotin River offers steelhead fishing 
in April and May and in the fall the 
area is renowned for its excellent 
bird shooting and also for its moose 
and deer hunting. 

W.L. 76.1 - B.C. 223.9. Alexis 
Creek, born in the Alexis Lake area 
to the north and drains into the Chil- 
cotin. 

W.L. 80.3 - B.C. 219.7. Here the 
road parallels the Chilcotin river for 
the first time, westbound. 

W.L. 81.1 - B.C. 218.9. Side road 
to Alexis Lake. There is a fishing 
resort and good trout fishing. 

W.L. 95.4 - B.C. 204.6. The road 
toright leads 25 miles north to Chez- 
acut, a small ranching community. 
Over’ the bridge you pass through 
Redstone, a supply center with a Post 
Office, store, and garage, and leave 
the Chilcotin river, which heads 
northwestward. You now follow the 
Chilanko river to Tatla Lake. 

W.L. 100.8 - B.C. 200.2. Public 
Works Emergency Cabin No. 1. This 
is the first of five cabins along the 
route maintained bythe Public Works 
Department. They are mainly for 
Public Works crews but are unlocked 


and in winter each carries a supply 
of stove wood, food, and similar 
essentials. In winter if you are in 
difficulty you are welcome to use 
them. 

W.L. 108 - B.C. 192. Indian grave 
yard. 

W.L. 109.2-B.C. 190.8. Redstone 
Indian reservation. 


W.L. 113.1-B.C. 186.9. Side road 
to Puntzi Lake. The lake is about six 
miles off the highway, is roughly 
seven and a half miles long by three 
wide and contains excellent fishing 
for trout and Kokanee, or landlocked 
salmon. 

Wal, L4G =siGCoe so: on euntzi 
Project side road turns right, west- 
bound. From here the road narrows 
but is well maintained and will cause 
no trouble. Keep well right on bends 
and curves. 

W.L. 114.8 - B.C. 185.2. Chilanko 
River. You will now notice a gradual 
change in vegetation because the road 
is rising as you approach the Coast 
mountains. At Anahim Lake, for in- 
stance, killing frosts occur monthly 
and all produce must be imported. 

W.L. 117.9 - B.C. 182.1. Emer- 
gency Cabin No. 2. The road paral- 
lels the Chilanko river for five miles 
providing many excellent camping 
sites. Chilanko Store opposite cabin. 

About one half mile past the store 
westbound is a branch road forking 
five miles to Pyper Lake. Nofish but 
the lake has a sandy beach and is 
ideal for swimming. Check at Chi- 
lanko Store about road conditions. 

W.L. 125.3 - Be@. TA: Datla 
Lake outlet. The road parallels the 
lake for 22 miles but it can be seen 
only infrequently. This long, narrow 
lake, elevation 2,980 feet, was formed 
by a glacier damming the valley. To 
the left westbound are the Coast moun- 
tains with Butte Inlet and salt water 
about 65 miles southward. 

W.L. 138.8 - B.C. 161.2. Emer- 
gency Cabin No. 3 ‘Burnt Corral’. 

W.L. 143 - B.C.156.3. Side road 
to Tatlayoko and Bluff lakes. 

W.L. 145.6 - B.C. 154.4. Tatla 
Lake Post Office and Store. Gas. The 
ranch here was established in 1896. 

Wel LolsG — BuC.ei4804 mle. 
Chicnell, telephone lineman who 
maintains a large part of the line be- 
tween Bella Coola and Williams Lake. 
This is about the half way mark and 
Mr. Chicnell’s cattle brand is appro- 
priately the ‘one bar two’, signifying 
a half. 

W.L. 153.9 - B.C. 146.1. Klina- 
klini River and Valley. 

W.L. 157.9 - B.C. 142.1. Stan Dow- 
ling Ranch. Esso Gas and Oil pro- 
ducts. Stan originated the Anahim 
Lake Stampede and also drove the 
first truck over this road. In his 
book, ‘‘Nothing Too Good For a Cow- 


Continued on Page 24 


Water Reveals 


Whiskey's tue Hovown 


Water (plain or sparkling) is your most 
reliable guide to the whole truth about 
any whisky. Water adds nothing, 
detracts nothing, but reveals a 
whisky’s true natural flavour and 
bouquet. Put Seagram’s ‘‘83’’ to the 
water test and you’ll agree — to be 


that good with water, it must bea superb 
whisky and a more satisfying drink 
with any man’s favourite mixer. 


a, <j} 100 YEARS 
Sa Jor intecriry 
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This advertisement is not published or displayed by 
the Liquor Control Board or by the Government of British Columbia. 
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THE NORTHWEST TRAVELGUIDE CONTAINS A 4 COLOR, GENEROUS SIZED FOLD OUT 
MAP SHOWING ALL OF B.C.’S MAIN AND SECONDARY HIGHWAYS AND IN ADDITION 
INDIVIDUAL STRIP MAPS OF ALL HIGHWAYS. TO THIS ADD THE MILE BY MILE 
DESCRIPTION AND YOU HAVE A CONCISE PICTURE OF YOUR ROUTE AT ALL TIMES, 
INCLUDING THE ROAD FROM WILLIAMS LAKE TO BELLA COOLA AND HIGHWAY 5 
UP THE NORTH THOMPSON FROM KAMLOOPS TO JASPER. 


WASTING TIME 


ARE YOU WONDERING ABOUT CLOSING DAYS OF RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS, 
OR ABOUT BORDER CROSSING REGULATIONS, OR ABOUT STOPPING PLACES 
ON THE ROAD AHEAD? THE NORTHWEST TRAVELGUIDE GIVES YOU ALL 
THIS INFORMATION PLUS OVER 100 PAGES OF ADDITIONAL DATA TO HELP 


(\\, MI 


YOU ON YOUR HOLIDAY. 


UNSUCCESSFUL 


i 
_ FISHING & HUNTING 


B.C. CONTAINS SOME 50, 000 MILES OF FISHABLE RIVERS AND STREAMS, 
THOUSANDS OF MINOR WATERWAYS, AND OVER 15,000 LAKES. NO ONE 
PUBLICATION CAN OBVIOUSLY INCLUDE THEM ALL, BUT WE HAVE COV- 


ERED THOSE ON HIGHWAYS AND INCLUDED A MILE BY MILE DESCRIPTION 
OF ROUTES TO THEM. AND FOR THE HUNTER WE HAVE INCLUDED MANY 
AREAS WHERE MOOSE, DEER, BEAR, AND BIRD HUNTING IS EXCELLENT. 
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A 2-IN-ONE 


SPECIAL V4 


A TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE DIGEST, PLUS 5 
THE 1957 NORTHWEST TRAVELGUIDE (Pee / ad 


A 50% SAVING OVER THE REGULAR RATE! 


L] NEW NAME 
L] RENEWAL ADDRESS 


C] GIFT 
ALL ACCEPTED 


Send Gift To 


TRAVELGUIDES MAILED APRIL 10th ¢ DIGESTS IMMEDIATELY 
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AD INFINITUM 
“Lips that touch wine shall 
never touch mine,” said the Su 
zie. 
And after she graduated she- 
taught school for years and years 
and years and years. 


LOOKING FOR TOUCH 
The man of the world finds that 
life is a game of give and take— 

with more takers than givers. 


H. SIEMENS 


HOPE, B.C. 
GRUEN - CADMAN - SIEMENS WATCHES 
JEWELRY — DIAMOND RINGS 


MARK <eules 
ovccrmstes MICLTORS 


Gas & Electric WELDING AUTO PARTS REPAIRS 
POWER HOIST LUBRICATION 
TIRES GAS OIL - ACCESSORIES 
The SHELL Station at LYTTON, B.C. 


MODERN CABINS 
DINING ROOM COFFEE BAR 


STANDARD SERVICE STATION 


Siska, B.C. 165 miles from Vancouver 


CLINTON HOTEL, 


CLINTON, B.C. 
IN THE HEART OF THE HUNTING AND FISHING DISTRICT 
British Columbia's. Oldest Hotel 


THE HOUSE BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 
Win Campbell 


Manager -- 


BODY SHOP 


COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS 
WHEEL ALIGINING 
FRAME STRAIGHTNER BY EXPERTS 


OYALITE 
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COMPETITION KEEN 


The college grad who attempts 
to set the world on fire finds the 
world is full of fire engines. 


Information 


WANTED 


Reginald Burrows, formerly of 
Wildwood Heights, B.C. 


Catherine Wise, formerly of 
Cloverdale, B.C. 


C.C. Anderton, formerly of 
Prince Rupert, B.C. 


Mrs. J. H. Ferris, formerly of 
Kelowna, B.C. 


Mr. Tom Sullivan, formerly of 
Victoria and Nanaimo, B.C. 


Mr. Victor F. Venn, formerly of 
Victoria and Vancouver, B.C. 


Mrs. Mae Jackson or Reamsbottom, 
formerly of Lillooet, B.C. 


Mr. K. R. Robinson, formerly 
of Victoria and Vancouver, B.C. 


Shaw Springs Resort 
MODERN ACCOMMODATION 
DINING ROOM -- COFFEE BAR 
It is a pleasure to serve yOu ~—> 
BILL AND LEAH SHAW Keo 
SHAW SPRINGS, B.C. TS 
Mile 188, Trans-Canada Highwa 


Clinton Motors Ltd. 
( Bruce McTavish) 
FULLY MODERN GARAGE WRECKER SERVICE 


HOME GAS AND OIL PRODUCTS 
CLINTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


100 Mile House Garage 
Herb Auld’s Esso Service 


100 MILE HOUSE, B.C. 


“am Imperial Oil Dealer ™ 
% “. INTERNATIONAL DEALER 


AMP 


THE CONSCIENCE FUND 

The Internal Revenue Depart- 
ment received this letter from a 
citizen: “Ten years ago I falsi- 
fied my income tax return, and 
since that day I have not been 
able to get a good night’s sleep. 
I am enclosiug my check for $25. 
If I still can’t sleep, I will send 
the balance.” 


“lL can type 65 words a minute -- 
give or take a minute or two” 


Missionary: “Do you know 
anything about religion?” 

Cannibal chief: “Well, we got 
a little taste of it when the last 
missionary was here,” 


A FAMILIAR SIGHT 

Guide—“This, sir, is the lean- 
ing tower of Pisa.” 

Farmer—“‘Pisa! Pisa! Let’s see. 
That don’t sound quite like the 
name of the fellow who built my 
silo, but it sure looks like his 
work,” 


A small soiled youngster accompanied by his 
even smaller brother stopped an elderly lady 
as she was passing their house. 


“For a nickel I'll have my brother imitate 
a hen for you,” said the boy. 

“And how does he do that, my little man?” 
said the lady. “Cackle?” 

“No mam,” said the little boy. “None of 


those cheap imitations for us... I'll have him 
eat a worm.” 


This isn’t news to a lot of people 
who have ran afoul of one or to animals 
either, for that matter, but nothing 
scares a skunk. They will walk un- 
concernedly past a bear, a dog, or 
anything else for that matter. They 
know, and rightly so, that no one is 
interested in arousing their ire, or 
rather their perfume. Incidentally if 
you see one on the road don’t run over 
it. Stop and let it cross the road or 
else go around. Even if you mortally 
wound one the trigger mechanism will 
still operate and your car will be a 
highly unpopular place for some time. 
Skunks make excellent pets and are 
as effective as cats for keeping down 
rodents. 


US. Visitors 
Appreciate 
Hospitality 


The United States visitor definitely 
appreciates the Province and is show- 
ing his appreciation by continuing to 
patronize British Columbia's resorts 
and playgrounds. The number of 
United States citizens reported enter- 
ing British Columbia on travellers’ 
vehicle permits (twenty-four hours or 
longer) for the first five months of 
1955 give travel officials every reason 
to be optimistic about the season's 
prospects. The healthy condition is 
also reflected in the train, bus, and air 
traffic. 


A questionnaire survey presently 
being conducted by the British Colum- 
bia Government Travel Bureau shows 
that by far the greater number of 
visitors coming for the first time were 
influenced by friends who had visited. 
With few exceptions, they found our 
food and accommodation good and 
our prices moderate. Comments on 
“friendly hospitality’ were very nu- 
merous. On the basis of returns to 
date, Travel Bureau officials feel that 
a big bouquet is due the British Co- 
lumbia citizen for his courtesy to the 
visitor. 


Tourist accommodation has im- 
proved to such an extent in the past 
few years that the star-rating formula 
drawn up by the Travel Bureau in 
1948 is now being revised. With the 
co-operation of the three other West- 
ern Provinces and tourist trade groups, 
a new rating chart is being designed 
which will be used across Western 
Canada and set star-rating standards 
more in line with modern acceptance. 
Inspectors are using the original stand- 
ards this year and will adopt the more 
universal formula in 1956. 


New folders published by the British 
Columbia Government Travel Bureau 
include a highway map of the Provy- 
ince, a road map of the Provinces 
published in co-operation with Alberta, 
and revised regional folders on Van- 
couver Island, Vancouver and the 
Sunshine Coast, and the Fraser Valley- 
Okanagan. The tourist accommoda- 
tion folder also came out with a new 
cover this year. 


A British Columbian who decides 
to see his own beautiful country while 
on yacation is as much a tourist as 
someone from over the border, and the 
British Columbia Government Travel 
Bureau is just as. pleased to answer 
travel questions mailed under British 
Columbia post-mark as any other. 
Response to date from the current 
domestic “See B.C.” campaign has 
been most gratifying. There has been 
an extraordinary interest in parks and 
camp-sites, but the established resort 
and beach areas as well as the fishing 
spots of the Interior will get a very 
good play from the home market this 
year! 


A man isn’t henpecked as long 
as he had a roof over his head and 
is able to raise it occasionally. 


SAME OLD STORY 


When people ask you to listen to 


reason they expect you to listen to 
their version of it. 


USE COMMON SENSE 
Fewer accidents will happen on 
our highways when people learn 
that our cars come equipped with 
everything but brains. 


Pulling ifito a filling station in 
a gas-eating, dilapidated, old heap, 
a motorist told the attendant to 
“fill ’er up.’’ The driver left the 
motor running, fearing that once 
it stopped it might never start 
again. After several minutes of 
tank-filligg, the attendant said 
wearily, “‘Will you shut off the 
motor, please? You’re getting 
ahead of me.” 


HE REPORTER returned from 

an interview. 

“Well,” said the editor, “what 
did our candidate have to say?” 


“Nothing.” 
“Keep it down to a column.” 
+ + + 


Marriage does not necessarily 
bring happiness—the sultan with 
25 wives is no happier than the 
sultan with only 24. 


oa 4 + 
The weary tramp _ timidly 
knocked on the door and when a 
very stout woman answered he 
whined: “Lady, I haven’t eaten 
for four days.” 
“Goodness,” she exclaimed. “If 
I only had your willpower.” 
a + 4 


The drunk sitting at the bar was adjacent to a 
man and his wife. Suddenly the drunk came 
forth with a resounding burp. 


“How dare you belch before my wife,” 
thundered the husband. 


With that the drunk unsteadily got 
off the bar stool and making a sweep- 
ing bow said, “A thousand pardons, 
sir... I did not know it was the 
madam’s turn.” 


Most people save all their lives to own a home and 
then. buy a car to get away from it. 


a aa a 
“Go west, young man, and do 
the east a favor.” 


DEEP REGRETS 

A widow attached the follow- 
ing note to one of the many forms 
she had filled out for the insur- 
ance company: 

“You have asked me to fill out 
so many proofs of claim and I 
have had so much trouble in get- 
ting my money that I sometimes 
wish my hushand hadn’t died.” 


SHE SURE IS! 

Three old ledies in a home for 
the mentally unbalanced, were sit- 
ting in their rockers chatting 
away. Finally one said loudly: 
“Know what I wish? I wish a big, 
strapping man would come here 
and start making love to us.” 

Whereupon the second said fur- 
tively to the third: ‘““Mamie ain't 
going to be with us long. She’s 
beginning to talk sense.” 


ae + + 


"Tis better to Have loved and lost, 
It’s twice the fun at half the cost. 
+ + + 


WRONG FLOOR 

While on her honeymoon the 
young bride had gone out alone 
one afternoon to make some 
purchases. Coming back to the 
hotel where she had been accus- 
tomed to trustfully following her 
husband’s guidance, she got off 
the elevator at the wrong floor. 
She went down the corridor 
until she reached what she sup- 
posed to be the door of her 
room. Finding it locked and 
having no key with her she 
knocked upon it and called out 
softly, “Honey, oh honey!” 

There was no response. After 
a while she knocked again, call- 
ing somewhat more loudly, 
“Honey, oh Honey.” 

When that had occurred a 
number of times, a blatant male 
voice roared out from within, 
saying, “Madam this is not a 
beehive, it’s a bathroom.” 


OUT ON A LIMB 


By Stumpy McCulloch 


Ol’ Hannibal was braggin’ to some 
city fellers the other morning down 
at the blacksmith shop. “Thar | was, 


he said, “trapped in a narrow canyon, 
with a grizzly b'ar cwenry yards away 
behind a tree. Only way J could hit 
the critter was to ricochet a bullet off 
the high canyon wal! on my right 
Now, I'm a champion shot, as you 
probably know. I gauged my wind 
age, calculated the lead of the buller 
and the rate of rwist, and | figgered 


my chances of nailin’ that b'ar were 
80-20. A one-rail bank shor. A con 
trolled ricochet. So | took aim and 
fired’” 


Ol’ Hannibal paused. One of the 


city fellers asked meekly, “Did you 
hit him?” 

“Nope; Hannibal said. “I missed 
the wall” 


By the way, | hear helicopters are 
mighty useful to lumbermen over in 
Sweden. In the Lapland, they're usin’ 
‘copters to break up log jams—which 
are mighty costly and time-consuming! 
A ‘copter hovers over a log jam and 
lowers a feller who plants an explo- 
sive charge. As soon as the fuse is set, 
the ‘copter whisks away —and forty 
seconds later the dynamite goes off, 
and the jam is broken! 


What's the oldest living thing? 
A while back, I said I thought it 
was a 4000-year-old bristiecone 
pine tree out in California. Well, 
sir, a feller writes that the oldest 
tree is actually a Macrozamia in 
Australia, and he says it’s 12,000 
years old! But of course he can’t be 
sure, because nobody's ever counted 
its rings! Another feller tells me the 
record-holder is a gigantic cypress 
near Oaxaca, Mexico, which has a 
circumference of 165 feet, a height 
of 150 feet, and is believed to be 
5000 years old! But don’t expect 
me to tell you which tree was 
planted first, folks, ‘cause it hap- 
pened before my time! 

Here's a surprisin’ fact. A fire in 
Northern Wisconsin in early October, 
1871, killed 1200 people—but hardly 
anybody heard about it! Know why? 
‘Cause on that same night—October 
S8th—Mrs. O'Leary's cow knocked over 
the lantern and set fire to Chicago. 
And, although the Wisconsin fire 
killed four times as many people, it 
was overlooked in the excitement. 


Well, sir, in our own forests, 
loggers are swingin’ their axes and 
runnin’ their saws at a faster rate 
than ever before—but there’s no 
danger that they'll destroy our 
forestlands! ‘Cause tree growth to- 
day exceeds tree cutting by 32 per 
cent, accordin’ to the head of the 
Western Pine Association. 

The Green Timbers Forestry 
Station, B.C. occupies 25 acres and 
operating at full capacity, produc 
uon is 6 million 2 year old trees 
per year. This is a great start—so 
let's keep planting more than we 
cul, 

* * &* 

Ol’ Hannibal bought a diamond 
ring from a stranger the other day. 
“If this gem ain't real,” he admits, “J 
been skunked out of six bits!” 

* * * 

So long! See you soon! 

aoe ak 
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WILLIAMS LAKE 
FMC «I 


TTT Yrs, 


J. BRUCE MAGOFFIN, PH.C. 
Dispencing Chemist 
MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY 


“Griendly Drug Service from the Heart of Cariboo | 


JAN MIKLER 


CUSTOM BUILT FURNITURE 


MADE TO YOUR 
SPECIFICATIONS 


BRING YOUR OWN PLANS 
DRAWINGS * DESIGNS OR 
PHOTOGRAPHS 


Williams Lake,B.C. 


Tonys veathe’ Shop 


WESTERN SADDLES & ACCESSORIES 
Leather Goods * Levis 
Riding Pants 
SERVING THE CARIBOO 


FOR OVER 17 YEARS Wms Lake B,C, 


THE NEWEST * MOST 
MODERN SERVE-YOUR- 
SELF GROCERY STORE 
IN WILLIAMS LAKE 


On the way into town. 


WM'SLAKE MACHINE SHOP 


COMPLETE MACHINE sHOP 
SERVICE AND WELDING 

AGENTS FOR JOHN DEERE IMP. 

Phone 34-R-3 Williams Lake 
FRED DOWNS, PROPRIETER 


MEN‘S WEAR: 


‘“*EVERYTHING” 
FOR THE MEN 


Home of “STETSON” Hats “ 


IAMONDS * SOUVINERS * WATCHES 
OFFICIAL P,G.E, TIME 
INSPECTOR 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 
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BETWEEN THE TOWNS 
Continued from Page 19 


boy’’, Rich Hobson covers both e- 
vents. 

W.L. 160.3 - B.C. 139.7. Turn off 
to Kleena Kleene Post Office. Gas. 

W.L. 163.4-B.C. 136.6. Side road 
to Telephone Office. 

W.L. 165.8 - B.C. 134.2. Within 
a mile, westbound, the road passes 
Archie’s Lake, through Fred Brinko’s 
ranch, and crosses the Klinaklini 
river. Thisriver flows south through 


Ws Lake Home Gehwtee 


HOME GAS OIL 
6 GAS LUBRICATION 
LAST STOP for Chilcotin! 


HUNTING, FISHING and ROAD 


INFORMATION HERE! 


Cariboo Home Furnishings Ltd. 


"EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME" 


— PY 
SIMONS PRODUCTS 
AGENTS for SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINTS 
and SERVEL REFRIGERATORS 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 


FACE 1/3 


PROPRIETOR * MRS, SANDRA URE 
PROMPT ATTENTION 


BOX 455 #1 WILLIAMS LAKE,B, C. 


COLD 
STORAGE 


Be LIMITED 
@ MEAT FISH 
@ ICE CREAM 


= WHOLESALE & RETAIL 


Phone 59 * Box 70 * Williams Lake,B.C, 


BLACKWELLS vs 
er eee | PHOTO 


SERVICE 


* PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES 
CANDY & MAGAZINES 
PHOTO FINISHING 
Jetolotobok 


"Your Cariboo Photographers” 


the Coast Range to Knight’s Inlet, and 
along its route are some of the world’s 
largest grizzly bears. The road, until 
now angling steadily westward, now 
heads almost due north to Anahim 
Lake. 

W.L. 169.6-B.C. 130.4. Side road 
for half mile to Forestry H.Q. and 
Clearwater Lake. The lake is filled 
with pan trout that are most co-op- 
erative. There is an undeveloped 
public camp site on the lake shore. 
Soil in this area is sandy and rainfall 
is light, with green tufted jackpine 
the predominant growth. 

W.L. 172.8 = B.C; 127-2. Road 
crosses McClinchy Creek. Dolly Var- 
den in the creek. 

W.L. 188.9 = BoC. Tif 1. Char 
lotte Lake side road. 

W.L. 189 - B.C. 111. Towdystan 
Ranch and Dean River. The Dean is 
a favorite with the fly fisherman. A 
half mile farther westbound is the 
east end of Nimpo Lake, renowned for 
its rainbow trout and its scenic back- 
drop of snow capped Coast mountains. 

W.L. 199.3 - B.C. 100.7. Emer- 
gency Cabin No. 5 and Dean River. 
This area was the scene of an Indian 
massacre in 1862. A pack train of 
42 horses and eight white men with 
one Indian woman were attacked by 
Chilcotin Indians. The outnumbered 
whites fought a desperate rear guard 
action and managed to escape to the 
Bella Coola valley. The Indian woman 
and three white men were killed, and 
virtually all the survivors were badly 
wounded. 

W.L. 207.8 - B.C. 92.2. Junction. 
Both forks lead to Anahim Lake, but 
the left fork leads straight through to 
Bella Coola. It will also take you to 
Anahim Lake, but turn right at the 
crossroad about half a mile ahead 
westbound. 

Anahim Lake is a small supply 
center for outlying ranches that nestle 
in the lee ofthe Coast mountains. To 
the north of Anahim Lake are the Ul- 
gacha and Itcha Mountains, and 
through the pass distinguishable be- 
tween the peaks inthe 1930’s ventured 
two cowpokes, Rich Hobson and Pan 
Phillips. Richtold of their adventures 
in ‘‘Grass Beyond the Mountains’’. 
Fishing is excellent in the Dean River 
and in Anahim Lake itself. A lodge 
is under construction but its com- 
pletion date is indefinite. 

A major local attraction in July is 
the three day stampede, a true wild 
west affair with cowboys coming from 
the Chilcotin, the Nazko, the Klukus, 
in fact everywhere from the far 
reaches of the Interior’s far flung 
cattle empire. Pan Phillips sells hot 
dogs, dancing lasts until breakfast 
time, and virtually the entire village 
of Bella Coolacomes upfor the event. 
Other visitors from all over B.C. 
and the U.S.A. pitch their tents on 
the banks of the Dean river, Anahim 


Lake, or elsewhere and learn that 
publicity posters live up to their bill- 
ing of ‘‘three wild days and nights in 
the Chilcotin’’. 

From Anahim Lake to the Bella 
Coola valley the road is a monument 
to the initiative of Bella Coola resi- 
dents. This is their road, built lit- 
erally with their blood, sweat, and 
tears. For decades Government after 
Government said that the link wasn’t 
practical. In the 1930’s they even 
spent $35,000 on a survey to prove 
that a road from the valley would cost 
millions of dollars and be a major 
undertaking. Thenin1952 Bella Coola 
residents decided that they would build 
the road themselves. 

With Board of Trade assets of $240 
and a total valley population of 1,200, 
counting men, women, and children, 
they set out to build a road 10 miles 
up a mountain and 25 miles through 
a muskeg and jackpine wilderness. 
And, fantastic as it may sound, in 
little over a year they had the rough 
construction completed and the new 
link christened appropriately ‘‘The 
Freedom Road’’. 

This outstanding example of com- 
munity spirit winning over titanic odds 
was told in full by Bella Coola author 
and photographer, Cliff Kopas, in the 
Sept-Oct 1955 issue of Northwest Di- 
gest. In commenting on the feat, 
Honorable P.A. Gaglardi, Minister 
of Highways for B.C., said it was 
‘fa daring undertaking, an amazing 
completion which has aroused the ad- 
miration of the entire Province of 
British Columbia’’. 

W.L. 229.8 - B.C. 70.2. Green 
River. The lake to the left westbound 
has an excellent camp site and good 
trout fishing. 

W.L. 238.6 - B.C. 61.4. Excellent 
view of the Rainbow Range, part of 
the Coast Mountains. The road now 
descends sharply for about 10 miles. 
Drive slowly and use low and second 
gear. About three miles ahead you 
cross Young Creek, and the breath- 
taking view to your left is that of 
Young Creek Canyon. 

W.L. 243.3 - B.C. 56.7. Plaque 


CHEVROLET 


WILEIAMS LAKE MOTORS LTD. 


PONTIAC 
OLDSMOBILE BUICK 


CHEVROLET & G.M. TRUCKS 


LARGEST. PARTS SERVICE DEPARTMENT IN THE CARIBOO 
EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE AT ALI TIMES 


valley floor. 

W.L. 254.8 - B.C. 46.2. Mosher 
Creek. Two miles further is the At- 
narko river, one of North America’s 
best fishing streams. The Atnarko 
joins the Hotnarko to form the Bella 


MACKENZIES LTD. | 
Wihordale ¢ relat Ctl er brand 


**KKA PIONEER WILLIAMS LAKE MERCHANTS ***** 
GROCERIES*HARDWARE 
SPORTING GOODS * DRYGOODS 
SUPPLY POINT FOR THE GREAT CHILCOTIN 


marking the spot where the two bull- 
dozers joined blades on September 
26, 1953, and officially completed 
rough construction work. One bull- 
dozer worked westward from Anahim 
Lake and the other worked up from 


By 


EXPLOSIVES * ACCESSORIES MENS WEAR * LADIES WEAR 


NOW THE NORMS Caading Aoi 


YY" 
JA 
Via, UY) 


WM, 


26 NEW ROOMS 
With Bath or Shower 

Modern Lounge - Cafe in 
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Coola river. 

You are now in the Bella Coola val- 
ley under the full influence of the tem- 
perate coast climate. The giant Doug- 
las fir, the galaxy of shrubs and wild 
flowers, the cherry and plum trees 
in the farmyards, the tang of salt 
water, and the graceful flight of the 
seagulls overhead tell their own 
story. 

The road is now approaching the 
eastern boundary of Tweedsmuir Park 
and cuts through the park for about 
23 miles. Tweedsmuir is B.C.’s 
second largest park, covering some 
2,300, 000 acres and extending north 
from here for almost 100 miles. It 
also extends far south pastthe Hunlin 
river, birthplace of Mystery Falls. 
Exact height of the falls is unknown, 
but the water tumbles at least 1,325 
feet and probably more, and the falls 
are possibly Canada’s highest. Un- 
fortunately only access is by pack 
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trail and a trip requires considerable 
advance planning. 

W.L. 259.8 - B.C. 40.2. Belarko 
Ranch. 

W.L. 268.8 - B.C. 31.2. Burnt 
Bridge Creek. Down this creek in 
July, 1793, came a small party of 
eight white men and two Indians. 
Leader of the group was an adventur- 
ous Scot, Alexander Mackenzie, and 
a few days later he was to write ona 
rock in the Dean Channel the famous 
words ‘‘Alexander Mackenzie, from 
Canada by land. July 22, 1793.’’ It 
was the first crossing of the North 
American continent by white men. 

The towering peak with the table- 
like top across the valley is Mt. Stu- 
pendous, 8, 500 feet. 

W.L. 273.6 - B.C. 26.4. Firvale. 
Store. 

W.L. 275.7-B.C. 24.3. Bella Coola 
River. 

W.L. 285 - B.C. 15. Noosatsum 
River and 8,430 foot Mt. Noosatsum. 
The many glaciers on this beautiful 
mountain are hundreds of feet thick 
and seem toreachalmost to the road. 

W.L. 290.4 - B.C. 9.6. Excellent 
view of 9,608 foot Mt. Saugstad, named 
after Reverend Christian Saugstad 
who brought the first settlers to the 
Bella Coola valley in1897. The house 
in the foreground was built by Saug- 
stad and stands onthe original home- 
stead. 

W. L. 290.6 - B.C. 9.4. 
Nooklikonnik Creek. Shortened to 
‘Klonik’ by local residents. 

W.L. 292.2 - B.C. 7.8. Snootley 
Creek. 

W.L. 295.9 - B.C. 4.1. Thorsen 
Creek. A half mile further the road 
crosses a second branch ofthis creek. 

W.L. 299.5 - B.C. .5. Tatsquan 
Creek and B.C. Power Commission 
plant. The plant’s name is Indian, 
meaning ‘light from the sun’. 

W.L. 300 - B.C. 0. The cement 
building on the corner is the telephone 
and telegraph office. Take the left 
branch of the road (the one running 
along the foot of the mountains) for 
the docks which are twomiles ahead. 
An oddity you will note here is that 
business firms as a rule don’t have 
their names on the buildings. The 
reason is simple. Everyone in the 
valley knows where they are and as 
yet businessmen haven’t grown ac- 
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customed to the tourist trade. 

The village of Bella Coola is built 
on a rich flat at the head of North 
Bentinck Arm of Burke Channel where 
the glacial waters of the Bella Coola 
river joinsthe Pacific Ocean. The 
village has a population of about 300, 
telephone and telegraph link with the 
outside world, and a $200,000 power 
plant. Itis a progressive community , 
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its $210,000 consolidated school is 
as modern as any in B.C. and its 
community spirit is outstanding. 
Logging and fishing are the two main 
industries, contributing about a mil- 
lion dollars a yearto local economy. 
Agriculture is gaining in stature and 
since the road opening, tourism is 
gaining in importance. 

In fact in forthcoming years tourism 
could be an outstanding asset to the 
valley. Ifevera region were endowed 
by nature this is it. For instance the 
tourist has a chance to photograph 
commercial fishing, logging, farm- 
ing, and outstanding scenery. In ad- 
dition he can arrange to photograph 
grizzly bears in their natural habitat , 
as well as other types of wildlife, all 
with a background of snow shrouded 
mountain peaks. 

For the hunter there is easy access 
to Kwatna Bay, home of the world’s 
largest concentration of Grizzly, and 
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in the mountains surrounding the val- 
ley there arecaribou, moose, sheep. 
and other big game. The fisherman 
can troll in salt water or cast into 
rivers for salmon, steelhead, trout, 
and other varieties of fish. And if 
there is another fisherman within a 
half mile the river bankis considered 
crowded. 

Alpine meadows and 8,000 foot 
peaks are theretochallenge the hiker 
and climber, and the mountains rise 
sheer from the highway. These same 
mountains with their miles of virgin 
slopes will some day make the area 
a paradise for the skier. 

At present a big tourist disadvan- 
tage in Bella Coola is lack of either 
a hotel or amotel. Currently tourists 
have to rely on private homes for ac- 
commodation but this will be rectified 
soon. A Forestry Camp-site was built 
last year and a hotel or motel is in- 
evitable. A sore point with residents 
is that prior to the First World War 
they had two hotels, as well as a bank 
and a newspaper and a railway under 
construction. Then the war dried up 
the capital and the area was forgotten. 
But lately the valley has surged into 
prominence, largely because of their 
outlet, ‘‘The Freedom Road’’. 
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TRAIL DRIVE 
Continued from Page 9 


yet with time for playing and talking, 
too. Pan had to get in the last of his 
hay, and build the moose-fence one 
rail higher. With Willie, 12, and 
Diana, 10, both expert on horseback, 
he had to cut out of the herd the 60-odd 
cattle he would drive to Quesnel. 
Mounted on Hammerhead, I was an 
interested, though not very useful, 
spectator. 

Jack ‘‘Happy’’ Thompson, the Phil- 
lips’ nearest neighbour 7 miles to the 
east, brought in four head of cattle. 
The men get occasional chances to 
visit, but both Betty and Mrs Thomp- 
son are tied pretty close to the kit- 
chen range. 

Arnie Thompson, Hap’s father, was 
ona beef drive with the Phillips some 
time ago. Reaching for the rifle he 
had cached in the wagon, it snagged 
on something, and he shot himself in 
the thigh. Betty sloshed peroxide on 
the gaping flesh wound, helped him 
onto his horse, and saw him off to- 
wards Nazko, where he could get a 
lift to Quesnel. Unluckily Arnie’s 
horse shied at a dog soon after, 
throwing his rider, and rolled on his 
leg. Gangrene set in, and the leg had 
to be amputated at the knee. Un- 
daunted, Arnie whittled himself a peg 
leg to get around on. 

Pan’s drive started October 2--just 
a little late, actually, for the Quesnel 
sale was scheduled for October 23. 
It didn’t allow much leeway for acci- 
dents or stampeding cattle. Fortun- 
ately, neither. of these happened, due 
to Pan’s unceasing watchfulness. 
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The first day we pushed the cattle 
17miles, togetthem far enough from 
home pasture that they wouldn’t back- 
track. It worked, too. Straying cattle 
were pushed back into the herd. Pan 
on Prince drove a lead bunch on 


ahead. Diana and I came on behind. 
CUSTOM PROCESSING & FREEZING OF 


Baby Robert’s Chilcotin basket was 
lashed firmly to the wagon Betty 
drove. 

The following morning, Betty made 
the first of the 500-odd 10 inch pan- 
cakes she would make on the five-week 
trail trip. She figured she would 
probably make over 1000 cups of cof- 
fee, before they were back home 
again, and mulligan stews at least 
once a day. 


Visitors at Home Ranch before the drive begins. 
Thompson, Willie Phillips, Ivan, Arnie Thompson, Diana Phillips, baby 
Robert, Betty Phillips, Pan Phillips, and Baptiste. 


Left to right--‘Happy’ 
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Betty and Willie broke camp each 
morning, packed the wagon and moved 
up with the herd. Here Diana and 
Willie changed places, and the wagon 
went on ahead ofthe cattle. The trail, 
hardly discernible in places, had been 
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Swamped out by Pan, and each year 
he still had to clear away windfalls. 

The Itcha Mountains were hidden 
in angry dark clouds. We had tra- 
velled in lovely sunshine at first. But 
as we climbed across ridges, skirt- 
ing Airplane Lake, the wind whipped 
the surface into driving whitecaps. 
The groves of poplar lost their yellow 
leaves. An icy wind brought hail, 
and pellets lodged on our saddles and 
worked inside our clothing. In min- 
utes, the landscape was white. The 
wagon lumbered, bounced, side- 
whipped as the wheels hit roots or 
boulders, and the baby merely thought 
it was a cradle. 

By 6 o’clock, Pan had pushed the 
cattle to Paul’s Meadow, where they 
settled happily to feeding. 

But cattle like a midnight snack, 
he found. During the night, Pan 
jumped out of his bedroll suddenly, in 
shirt and underwear, yelled sharply 
at some cows which were sneaking 
through the bush. They wheeled, and 
Pan grunted satisfaction. 

The cattle were never out of his 
mind. He counted them several times 
a day, worried about feed for them, 
and water, pushed them past patches 
of poisonous wild parsnips. ‘‘Pan’s 
sacred cows’’, they became, when I 
spoke of the sacred cows of India. 
He showered attention and tender 
concern on those white-faced Here- 
fords. 

Fine snowflakes fell on our morn- 
ing cups of coffee, and we looked at 
the country with gloomy eyes. It 
seemed wan and cold--but every 
morning was like that, a little colder 
than the previous day. With hot coffee 
sinking into our boots, it was amazing 
how the scene changed. It cleared 
magically, a powerful wind whirling 
yellow poplar leaves to the sky. That 
day we reached Kluskus in the after- 
noon, an abandoned Indian village of 
sagging log houses, a Catholic church, 
and a cemetery of gravehouses. 

A wild gale sprang up as we plodded 
on toward Sandyman’s Crossing. It 
was the toughest day of all. The an~ 
imals were all nervous, and so were 
we, with trees crashing and snapping 


Bu s Payee 
The eaadened Indian lieia of Kluskus, ea cattle ores ore grazing 


on the wide empty fields. 


all around. The weaker poplars went 
down readily. One pivotted on its 
stump dangerously, then crashed 
down behind the cattle, spooking them 
into the bush. 

“ve had cattle killed by falling 
trees on other drives,’’ Pan said, 
worried. But they came through this 
one alright, although we made only 
five miles that day. 

The roar of wind overhead, the 
near-stampeding cattle, the constant 
crashing as the wind found weak spots 
in the trees, all added up to a hard 
day. In addition, thousands of little 
black flies appeared, to pester the 
animals and ourselves, and kept us 
slapping constantly. Willie was stung 
by a hornet, and his eye promptly 
closed. 

Sandyman’s Crossing is at the east 
end of Kluskus Lake. Luckily the 
water was low, about three feet deep. 
‘*Lost cattle here by drowning, couple 
times, ’’ Pan admitted. 

Sleet fell as we reached our camp- 
ing ground, where Betty and Diana 
had a campfire going, and hot coffee 
waiting. Since there was plenty of 
grass for the cattle, and we were all 
tired, we laid over another day. The 
drive was beginning to tell on us. 
During the night it rained, then froze 
our tent stiff as a board, then thawed 
so that everything steamed. 

Years ago, an Indian named Sandy- 
man did a little ranching here, but 
the fences and buildings have long 
since fallen down. Pan took advan- 
tage of the time to shoe Prince and 
Diana’s horse, Queenie. They had to 
be roped and thrown, before he could 
get shoes on them. 


Pan andhis horseat left center. 
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A hearty mulligan in late afternoon, and a hearty breakfast before leaving 


was the rule of the beef drive, along with endless cups of coffee. 


Willie 


and Diana in the foreground, Pan and baby Robert farther back, and Betty 


over the camp stove. 
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Just for variety the next day was 
a beautiful summer day, and the cattle 
panted, wanting to lie down under the 
trees. The only meadow we could 
find was dry, no brook. Beyond was 
Rocky Mountain Meadow, and we had 
to watch the cattle closely lest they 
stray into the jackpine forest, where 
they could easily lose themselves. 
Bill Orr’s Place came next, another 
ten miles on. We crossed a stream, 
now low, half a mile above Deadman’s 
Crossing. That ford had claimed 
three lives in different years, and no 
wonder it’s avoided. Later, we push- 
ed the cattle along a hogback, let 
them rest in a lush meadow after 14 
miles, and the next day, reached 
Nazko. We had been on the trail 10 
days, and were more than halfway to 
Quesnel. 

Nazko is an Indian rancherie, a 
reserve consisting of a couple dozen 
cabins with colourful roofs. Hanni 
Weber, the Swiss schoolma’am and 
friend of the Phillips, welcomed us 
at the school. Since it was Friday 
afternoon, she simply pushed back 
the desks, and we slept on the floor. 
It seemed strange to sleep indoors 
again, and my skin tingled with un- 
accustomed warmth. 

At Nazko, the Stick Indian Lasha- 
way, “a good cattleman’’, joined us 
with 17 head of cattle. Our herd by 
now was a unit, and resented the 
newcomers, pushing them away from 
the best grass. Lashaway was groggy 
with a cold, and didn’t stay with us 


long. His place was taken by Shorty 
Thomas. 

A wavering dirt road leads from 
Nazko to Quesnel. So on our twelfth 
day out, we met acar. The animals 
were already nervous. When the 
driver honked a joyous greeting, our 
horses streaked forthe bush, and the 
cattle high-tailed it into the timber. 
We ripped through pine and spruce, 
the branches slashing at us, warding 
them off with one hand, holding the 
reigns tight with the other. I felt I 
hated cars. 

‘“‘When a driver meets a bunch of 
cattle on the road, he ought to slow 
down but not stop,’’ Pan figured. 
“‘And he shouldn’t honk his horn. ’’ 

One driver thought it great fun to 
roar up behind the herd, and jam on 
his brakes with a squeal. Most meant 
their greeting in the best possible 
spirit. But the cattle didn’t under- 
stand that, and we cursed as we 
sprinted after them, rounding them 
up time and again. 

Beyond Nazko was Joe Sphear’s 
Meadow, where our cattle milled 
around. A gnarled old man kept a 
lonely store there, aone-room build- 
ing where he did his bookkeeping, 
cooking and sleeping, and where he 
stacked goods on the floor. It was 
entirely self-serve. 

‘‘Look for it,’’ Joe would say when 
a customer asked for something. ‘‘I 
don’t know if I got it.’’ Mostly he 
didn’t have it. But in spite of his 
grumbling, he was a hospitable soul, 
and made strong coffee for us. 

And here our herd met its first 
bridge, a wooden one across the Naz- 
ko River. They wheeled and sheered 
off into the bush. But finally one old 
cow and a few others clomped across 
timidly. After much yelling, we drove 
the others over, single file. 

At Ude Creek, we camped at the 
head of a meadow on damp ground. 
During the night, the ground froze.. . 
and suddenly shook with the thunder 
of many hoofs. The cattle were trying 
to sneak back. But Pan was up in his 
underwear, out the tent, yelling. 

“Gosh, if it hadn’t been for that 
line of washing, I dunno if I’d have 
turned them. The diapers fluttering 
in the night wind scared’em back. 
Could have taken us a couple of days 
to round them up. ”’ 

By now our herd had grown to 78, 
and the trail was climbing to cross 
the mountain pass. Snow fell silently 
and deeply. Pan had dreaded this. 
But now we were into it, a bizarre 
sense of humor struck him. His wide- 
brimmed black hat loaded with snow, 
he yelled to me, ‘‘Picnic! Hell, call 
it the Desperate Drive!’’ 

Betty already had the tent pitched 
at the B.C. Forest Service holding 
ground, and thecampfire going. Sev- 
eral mugs of coffee helped a lot. A 
few years ago, in this same place. 


she went looking for the horses one 
morning, and stumbled over some 
bones. She looked hard. ‘‘My gosh, 
that’s a human skull!’’ They were 
the remains of a trapper who had 
frozen to death the previous winter. 

Once over the mountain range, the 
weather became milder, as Pan pre- 
dicted. Still, he felt uneasy that 
night, and he and Shorty took latern 
and bedrolls down to the meadow. 
The cattle never fussed. However , 
a violent gust of wind brought down 
our tent and poles. My camera bag 
crashed down from the ridge pole. 
Only Betty’s instant reaction saved 
the baby from being hurt. Willie and 
I rushed out to put up the crossbraces 
again. 

It was early morning--the first 
night since leaving, that we had no 
frost. So we built up the fire with 
dead jackpine branches, and soon had 
water in the coffee-pail ‘‘a-bucking’’ . 

The cattle strung out on the road 
ahead of us occasionally strayed off 
toone side, or bunched up where the 
food was good. A hunter from Vic- 
toria stopped his car, clicked his 
camera again and again, offered us 
cigarettes. Asa parting gesture of 
goodwill, he tooted his horn...and 
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away went the cattle into the bush. 
Prince reared up, and nearly flung 
Pan out of the saddle. 

No wonder that to us, listening 
apprehensively for traffic, every Car 
soon became ‘‘a goddam car’ 

Not the truckers, however. "Every 
truck driver, and there were many of 
them, seemed to know the etiquet of 
meeting a cattle drive. They pulled 
well off the road to chat and smoke, 
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exchange news of the ranching world. 
When we were past, and only then, 
they went on their way up-country, 
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_ trotting all the way, they had covered 


our last four days’ journey in halfthe 
time. The cattle showed the strain, 
compared with Pan’s sleek beef. 

Art Lavington, long-time friend of 
Pan’s, was trucking his cattle into 
town, 6 - 8 at a time, working day 
and night. He stopped for coffee and 
a cigarette. 

‘‘Anything I can get you in town?’’ 
he inquired, hospitably. 

‘‘Sure, three bottles,’’ joked Pan, 
‘Cand maybe some bread. On second 
thought, never mind the bread!’’ 

Pan, I noticed, was regarded with 
some respect as an almost legendary ~ 
creature from ‘‘back of beyond’’. 
Few have ever seen his spread back 
in the Itcha Mountains. He appears 
annually behind his ‘‘walking pay- 
check’’, stops overnight, moves on. 
People were genuinely glad to see the 
Phillips. 

We spent one night at a a pe 
fishing camp on Pentchezacut Lake, 
where Evelyn Knauf treated us roy- 
ally on fried chicken. We threw our 
bedrolls on the floor of the heated 
cabin, and Mrs. Knauf utterly scorned 
any payment. Such hospitality is rare 
and wonderful. 

In the morning, we faced a blinding 
snowstorm, a two-inch blanket over 
everything. With snow rimming our 
hats and lying in drifts on our shoul- 
ders and saddles, we plugged on. A 
car passed us at a clip, swinging 
from side to side on the snowy road. 
A few miles later, we had to push 
him out of the ditch. I’d. gladly have 
left him there! 

At Hangman’s Creek--named for a 
melancholic cook who hung himself 
from a tent pole--we stopped to visit 
the Cotters. Here the large and hos- 
pitable Blyth Cotter family welcomed 
us heartily, ‘‘We’ve been counting 
the days till youcame, ’’ they assured 
the Phillips. Dorothy Cotter added, 
“T’ve been baking, expecting you any 
day now. Saved some moosemeat for 
you. ”’ 

Our faces burned with the unaccus- 
tomed warmth of the house, as we 
dined on ‘‘King George beef’’ (moose- 
meat), and we began to feel drowsy. 
Not so the ‘‘youn eeer cowboy’’, Ro- 
bert, who gurgled with delight at all 
the attention. The Cotters didn’t lift 
an eyebrow when several cattle broke 
through a wire fence and got into the 
vegetable garden. Pan had trouble 
chasing them out the gate, and our 
horses skidded on the icy road like 
something in a Stuart Cameron car- 
toon. 

More cars, more houses, more 
people along the way. Finally our 
trail drive reached a shooting range 
opposite the golf course, four miles 
outside Quesnel. Hay had been left 
here for the cattle, but they turned 
up their noses preferring the brown 
frosty grass. A few marksmen, shot 


at targets, which oddly enough, didn’t 
disturb the cattle in the least. 

We made camp inside the broken 
fence a few feet from the road. A 
full moon rose, and the herd lay down 
in a wide arc, 94 white faces turned 
ghost-like toward our campfire, all 
chewing their cuds. A gentle tinkle 
of cowbells sounded throughthe night , 
and above us flared the Northern 
Lights. 

The tent was frozen stiff as a barn 
door, and we didn’t bother to put it 
up. Instead, we spread our bedrolls 
on the ground, and spent an uneasy 
Saturday night, watching the cattle. 
A dance up the road kept traffic whiz- 
zing past until dawn. 

Our last great obstacle lay ahead 
of us, the bridge over the Fraser 
River, which Pan had dreaded from 
the beginning. 

But by 6:30 he and the other cow- 
boys had rounded up the 100,000 
pounds of beef. We clobbered ‘onto 
the pavement. Hammerhead’s ears 


THE FRASER CANYON 
Continued from Page 10 


Symbolically enough, the only re- 
maining building is a church of St. 
John the Divine, built in 1859. It is 
the oldest churchin British Columbia 
still on its original site. 

It was in 1862 that the famed Cari- 
boo Road was started at Yale, most 
of which was blasted from solid rock. 
The present paved highway follows 
much of the original route and sec- 
tions of the old retaining walls are 
still visible. 

All of the supplies for the Cariboo 
Road, with some exceptions, were 
packed in by mule and packhorse. 


Imagine the surprise which must have 
arisen when twenty-one swaggering 
camels were injected into the area. 
Many miners must have taken the 
pledge upon seeing these grotesque 
looking animals. Their effect upon 
the more orthodox beasts of burden 
was nothing short of disastrous. 
Horses refused to pass them and in 
instances went into a complete panic. 
Some went mad with fear and dashed 
themselves over cliffs to escape 
from these incongruous imports from 
the Sahara. 

Two miles upstream from Lady 
Franklin Rock $50,000 in gold is re- 
puted to be buried beneath a tree. 
During the gold rush days an old In- 
dian became wealthy by ferrying 
miners across the River. He buried 
his wealth beneath a tree. One day 
his flintlock exploded, blinding him. 
With a trusted friend he returned to 
search for his treasure, but to no 
avail. To the traveller interested in 
finding this lost treasure it would take 
but a moment to stop and search be- 
neath a tree or two. Who knows what 
Lady Luck’s next whim will be... ? 


Continued next page 


twitched nervously. Dogs rushed to 
the front of houses, and yipped, but 
dared not come closer. Pan tele- 
phoned the R.C.M.P. barracks, and 
in ten minutes, a Mountie met us at 
the bridge. 

I was appointed to lead--that is, 
push Hammerhead onto the bridge, 
so the bull would follow. Hammer- 
head didn’t care for the narrow ap- 
proach. He veered, and snorted, and 
bucked alittle. Somehelpful people 
in cars roared their engines and 
honked. But inch by inch, helped by 
my 2-foot persuader, Hammerhead 


clomped onfo the 
Suddenly, then, 
the other side. 

I looked back. Four cowpokes 
crowded the cattle, yelled the herd 
into following the bull. He paused... 
decided it was all right, and kept on 
coming. The rest was easy. The 
cows followed in small bunches. A 
couple of blocks away were the stock- 
yards, and the sale ring. Andsothe 
toughest traildrive in North America 
ended on the 19th day, with no casu- 
alties, no losses. 


wooden planks. 
she was hellbent for 
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After struggling through thirteen 
miles of timber and precipice, the 
highway crosses the Fraser. Here 
is the Alexandra Suspension Bridge , 
erected in 1926 to replace the original 
1863 structure of the Cariboo Road. 
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PHONE 248 


This is just one of the many spectacu- 
lar engineering feats to be observed 
throughout the Canyon. 

Just past the Alexandra Bridge the 
difficulties of road building are evi- 
denced by two tunnels. Here, again, 
the solid rock cliffs had to be dyna- 
mited away. Unable to go around, or 
over, the Tunnel Bluffs, the road 
builders took the only alternative by 
blasting through them. 

Upon emerging from the tunnels 
one is greeted by the twisted line of 
the Fraser far below, with the naked 
cliffs on each side scarred by two 
railway lines. The Internationally 
famous Hell’s Gate can be seen from 
this viewpoint too. From this height 
the Hell’s Gate fish ladders appear 
in puny insignificance to Nature’s 
handwork. The edge of the highway 
drops off into nothingness with the 
sheer rock walls resting their feet in 
the swirling river below. 

The full fury of the river can be 
seen at Hell’s Gate for it forces its 
way through this restricted cut at the 
phenomenal speed of twenty-five feet 
per second. The old Cariboo Road 
can be seen at this point, or at least 
that portion of the road which is left , 
and in places it appears to be pasted 
to the canyon wall. 

At Boston Bar an aerial ferry, the 
only one of its kind in B.C., crosses 
the Fraser. This ferry is suspended 
from two steel cables and travels 
nine hundred and sixty feet from one 
shore tothe other. While crossing, 
one can hear the hissing and roaring 
of the Fraser just below. 

About thirty-five miles from the 
mouth of the Canyon the scenery be- 
gins to change from the wet Coast 
climate to the arid Interior atmos- 
phere. It isn’t possible to draw a 
distinct line of demarcation between 
the two. However, one will notice 
that the shaggy Red Cedar starts to 
give way to the willowy Yellow Pine. 
The giant of the Coastal forests, the 
Douglas Fir, is slowly replaced by 
the tall, slender Poplar. Here, too, 
the holly-like Oregon Grape makes 


COMPRESSORS, ETC. 


its appearance. 

Fifty miles from the Canyon’s mouth 
rests a derelict gold dredge. It lies 
in a small cove on the south side of 
the river. This particular dredge 
sucked up the bottom of the river into 
her innards and sluiced it with water , 
having once dredged eighteen ounces 
of gold in an hour and a half. Like 
other man made objects, though, she 
was beaten by the river, torn from 
her moorings, tossed about like a 
toothpick, then cast into her burial 
ground. 

Two miles beyond the gold dredge . 
there is an interesting, if somewhat 
puzzling view of the twin bridges of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway and the 
Canadian National Railway. The Can- 
adian Pacific, having been built first 
Swings from the near side of the river 
to the far over a six thousand ton, 
five hundred and thirty foot central 
span known as the ‘‘Cantilever’’, one 
of the first of its kind in North Amer- 
ica. When the Canadian National was 
built later on the engineers were 
forced to cross to the other side of 
the Fraser. 

At Lytton the main highway leaves 
the Fraser, following the Thompson 
River into the Interior Plateau. As 
the clean, sparkling Thompson surges 
‘into the Fraser it cuts a clean line 
into her murky brown waters. This 
margin is so fixed and solid that it 
reminds one of an artists conception 
of the confluence. The Thompson is 
no match for the hungry Fraser 
though, and is soon swallowed by the 
larger and muddier river. 

Lytton is not the end of the Fraser 
Canyon, but it is the end of the most 
spectacular and most travelled part 
of the Canyon. There are few other 
places in the world to compare with 
the enthralling sight of this jumbled 
work of Mother Nature. Mile by mile 
it seems to change. Morning, noon, 
and night, the mighty Fraser roars 
its way to the sea. It was so count- 
less years ago. It is so now. It will 


be so countless years hence. 


THE END 
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went on, ‘‘is look for the main body 
of this quartzy-looking rock. This 
loose stuff here is most likely just 
the float. ’’ 

Soon the pick and shovel were biting 
into the grass-covered sidehill. When 
a sharp clank betrayed rock, it was 
quickly laid bare and chipped open 
with a small prospector’s pick. As 
the search extended, so did the sul- 
phides improve, and the cries of joy 
ring louder. 

Long past noon, I made a small 
fire and cooked lunch. At the cry, 
“Come and get it’’, however, nothing 
happened. ‘‘Come on, grub’s getting 
cold!’’ Reluctantly, the party arrived 
at the campfire. 

The Carrolls, normally, give to 
each meal the honours and enjoyment 
of a feast. The dinner hour has often 
been known to stretch to half a day 
while stories are told, experiences 
re-lived and future bonanzas real- 
ized. This day was an exception. 
Beatrice gulped an egg sandwich and 
ran. Paddy shifted from one foot to 
another while he ate, his thoughts 
never far from rocks. 

‘‘Last time Iwas up on Babine Lake 
at Copper Island,’’ he said, ‘‘I found 
an old pick that probably belonged to 
Charlie Newman or MacDonald or 
Hagen when they discovered that stake 
in the early 1900’s. It was worn down 
almost to the eye, and those boys 
sharpened their picks on cottonwood 
bark at that! Thisis a real picnic, 
to-day, compared to the work they 
did before Consolidated Mining & 
Smelting bought them out. ’’ 

“C.M. & S.? I thought you and 
Beatrice held most of Copper Island. ’’ 

‘Well, there now,’’ he stabbed at 
me. with a sandwich for emphasis, 
“‘that’s what I was telling you. One 
day in’29, C.M. &S. found the bottom 
had dropped out of Copper prices - 
went down to 7¢ a pound. They had 
5. drill holes there before the crash 
of ’29 and had established 8 million 
tons of ore running 16 lbs. of copper 
to the ton. Atthat price they couldn’t 
operate. They allowed their claims 
to lapse. ’’ 


“Then one morning you woke up 
and found ...’’ 

Paddy chuckled heartily, ‘‘Exactly 
so... we found the price of copper 
had shot up to 46¢ a pound. Bea and 
I hot-footed up to Copper Island and 
staked ten claims. ”’ 

“Then you sold out, made a for- 
tunes andes 

His ‘‘Yaaarrrr!!’’ nearly raised 


me off the ground. ‘‘You’ve been 
reading too many stories, honey. 
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HK 
10 Minutes from City Centre 


And believe me, when a Prospector 
actually cashes in on a discovery, 
that really is a news story!’’ With 
that he dashed the dregs of his teacup 
on the ground and hustled back to the 
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rockpile. 

No career could be quite so peri- 
lous inits cashrewards, as the Pros- 
pector’s. It has been compared to 
betting the horses, without knowing 
what horses are running or where the 
racetrack is! 

Some people believe that if a man 
prospects steadily in British Colum- 
bia for seven years, with a fair know- 
ledge of rocks, he will bring one 
mine into possibility. Assuming this 
to be true, the Prospector would 
have to sell his claims for $16, 800 
to make a wage of $200 per month 
for those seven years’ hard labour. 
Few people are able to support them - 
selves and buy equipment and trans- 
portation for that long a period with- 
out assistance. For this reason, 
some Prospectors work on the payroll 
of the Mining Companies, with all 
rights to any discoveries going, of 
course, to the Company. But there 
are always the others, like Paddy and 
Beatrice Carroll, who relish their 
duel with Fate. 
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Discovering a profitable mineral 
deposit is difficult enough. Making 
it pay off is where the work begins ! 
The Prospector stakes out enough 
claims to cover the mineralized area, 
records the information, then is o- 


bliged to pay $100. per year per 
claim, or do $100 worth of labour , 
to keep the rights to the property. 
More expenses! It is only when he 
can sell hisclaims to a Mining Com- 
pany that he will hear the jingle of 
coins. 

Not always do the freelance Pros- 
pectors clear that last hurdle to pros- 
perity. It requires too much money, 
time, and salesmanship to visit the 
downtown offices of investors. Few 
people are able to plunge into indust- 
rial finance, and there is no agency 
or bureau to which a Prospector can 
turn for this service. He must battle 
alone. Fly-by-night promoters still 
sell worthless shares to the public, 
making large investors wary indeed. 
It can be a heartbreaking task for a 
worthy old Prospector to convince 
financiers that his property is valu- 
able. Too frequently he gives up, 
allowing his claims to lapse, only to 
see them suddenly snapped up and 
re-staked, to become a prosperous 
mine. 

Paddy Carrollhas, morethanonce, 
held claims which became producers 
after his rights had expired. One was 
at Long Lac in northern Ontario where 
nine gold-producing mines were even- 
tually established. Another was on 
the Liard River showing good gold 
and copper assays. After Paddy’s 
claims lapsed, a whirlwind promoter 
re-staked, publicized it and caused a 
small rush only last year. Paddy has 
knowledge of a large deposit of high- 
grade Kaolin, a product used to make 
the slick, white paper on which this 
is printed, as wellas for fine pottery. 
As yet, there is no market in Canada 
for this product. 

At the present time, the Carrolls 
hold ten claims on Copper Island, a 
large low-grade copper deposit on 
Babine Lake. The Granby Mining & 
Smelting Co. has adjoining claims on 
which they are doing extensive ex- 
plorations. The Company has offered 
to buy Carrolls out, but they’re hold- 
ing tight. ‘‘EBither what we have is 
worth a lot of money, or nothing, ’’ 


says Paddy. ‘‘Besides, it’s too in- 
teresting to just step out of the pic- 
ture after all these years. ”’ 

No, the Carrolls will never quit 
prospecting, not even when they’re 
winning. They continue to probe and 
chip and study rocks, as they did on 
that Sunday ‘‘picnic’’. The afternoon 
had begun to grow chill by the time a 
large rock face had been laid bare. 
Enough chips had been hammered off 
to expose the green stain, or the dull 
glitter, which hinted at an abundance 
of copper sulphides. As the time to 
go home drew closer, the excitement 
increased: to stake, or not to stake. 
And if so, where. 

Paddy stood beside the exposed 
rock and studied the landscape. Was 
this onlya loose rock which had been 
rolled down centuries ago by glacial 
action? A small gulley right below 
us could have been the path ofa dying 
glacier. Or perhaps this exposed 
rock was solid, the peak of a copper 
deposit. This portioncould have been 
pushed to the surface of the earth by 
volcanic action. Paddy threw in his 
lot with the volcanic action. 

The decision made, four poplar 
trees were cut to become the initial 
posts on four brand new mining 
claims. While Beatrice gathered 
enough rock samples to send away to 
be analyzed, the four final posts were 
placed. They had ten days in which 
to file their claims on this ‘‘Nancy 
Group‘', named for the saucer-eyed 
child who had watched the day’s pro- 
gress. 

On parting from Carrolls that ey- 
ening, I asked to borrow their Geiger 
Counter, just to get an idea how it 
worked. Next day I worked it over 
our own sidewalk made, like theirs, 
from flat rocks imbedded in gravel. 
The indicator showed nothing but a 
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normal count except on one smooth, 
tan Slab. I told Paddy about it when 
I took the Counter back. 

“Your sidewalk kicked high?’’ he 
exclaimed. 

“Tt jumped the needle into the green 
section on the dial, anyway. ’”’ 

“Where did you get your rocks?’’ 

“Same as you did, packed them 
home from our trips around the coun- 
tryside. This smooth tan one I re- 
member well, though. We cracked it 
off a cliff down along your beach. ’’ 

“My beach! You high-graded ore 
off My beach?’’ For an instant, I 
thought the next volcanic eruption 
would be Paddy’s Irish temper, but 
instead he began tochuckle and sput - 
ter. ‘‘In the words of the prophet, ’’ 
he wheezed, ‘‘I got news for you. 
Come on. ”’ 

Out we went, down the beach and 
along a cow-path towards my own 
home. Halfwaythere, the white gleam 
of four brand new initial claim posts 
stood out from the underbrush. 

“*You’ve got it staked. But Paddy ! 
Your claims extend right past my 


house!’’ 


“Honey, I tell you now: you can 
have all the Uranium that’s ever taken 
out of these claims. I have all the 
Uranium claims I need on Tchentlo 
Lake. ’’ 

‘“‘Well, what did you stake these 
claims for, on my place, too?”’’ 

“‘Gallium, honey! I had a hunch on 
it. Got the assay on it in to-day’s 
mail. Showed .01% Gallium. Now I 
hear that stuff is worth $3.25 per 
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gram. Per gram, mind you! That 
makes this stuff worth about $320 
per tonvor ones SOs if...” 

““Who’d buy a Gallium property 
from you?”’ 

Paddy looked at me with a deep 
frown. He swung on his heel with a 
“‘Yaaarrrr!’’? and headed towards 
home. I could hear him chuckling 
before he’d gone many steps, his 
good humour never failing him for 
long. He called back, ‘‘This stuff 
beneath our boots might be worth 
$320 a ton, but let’s just hope it 
keeps growing our spuds for another 
year, anyway!’’ 
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Within recent weeks newspapers 
have carried stories ontwo proposed 
developments that will have outstand- 
ing effects on Interior development. 

One is the Wenner-Gren plan to 
develop the 400 mile section of Rocky 
Mountain Trench from Fort McLeod 
to the Yukon border, and the other is 
the road link some 300 miles from 
Cassiar to Stewart or some other 
northcoast port. However benefits 
from these projects won’t be felt by 
the majority of Interior residents for 
a few years. But there is one new 


development that, although overshad- 
owed by these two ambitious projects , 
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is greatly benefiting Central Interior 
people, especially those who travel 
much. This is the new passenger 
service put into operation by the 
P.G.E. which cut running time from 
24 hours to a certain 16. 

This was made possible by the in- 
stallation of the special Budd diesel 
car, and they have proven an instant 
success. The cars are separate, self 
contained units seating 47. They can 
be operated as single units, as dou- 
bles, triples, or aS many as nec- 
essary. Each is airconditioned, with 
lounge seats, the smooth acceleration 
ofa car andvirtually soundproof. All 
seats are reserved and complimen- 
tary meals are served. 

And these meals aren’t the ‘dry 
sandwich and stale cake’ variety, they 
are tops. Lunch, for instance, on the 
day we travelled, consisted of chicken 
noodle soup; one ham, one cheese, 
and one devilled egg sandwich, potato 
salad, olives, and dill pickles. De- 
sert was jello with cream, a second 
cup of coffee arrived without asking 
and a third was available if required. 
Supper was equally appetising and 
about nine o’clock, cake and coffee 
was served. For mothers with babies 
the cars are especially convenient 
because a bottle can be warmed at 
any time, since each car has its own 
small galley. 

The only fault we saw, too few re- 
serve seats for up-country residents , 
has already been corrected with the 
Interior given a bigger seat allot- 
ment. And from the grape vine we 
understand that tracks are to be im- 
proved so that another 2 hours can be 
lopped off the schedule. 

The author of the article on Pan 
Phillip’s cattle drive, Rich Harring- 
ton, is well known to most Canadians 
through his excellent photos, espe- 
cially those on the Arctic. However 
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Weather encounteredon Pan Phillips 
raildrive varied from sunto snow, 
from sleetto gale. Whenthe Phillip’s. 
left Quesnel for their homeward wago 
trek, winter had come and snow was 
six inches deep. 


he has also published some six other 
books of photos and a forthcoming one 
willfeature B.C. Rich was in Quesnel 
last October but before he could visit 
around he received an assignment and 
left for Afghanistan. Last we heard 
he was in Bali and still going strong. 
He sent us a Christmas card showing 
a beautiful Balinese maiden, but we 
got our own back. We sent him a typ- 
ical Canadian shot of a snow drift, 
and after his six years in the Arctic, 
Rich probably felt homesick. 
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family, not ten, but hundreds. These 
shacks are without water, proper in- 
sulation, central heating, indoor 
plumbing, and other amenities which 
we are told is part of the Canadian 
way of life and which we fought to 
preserve. 

Ask any family forced to live in one 
of these shacks ifthere was an over- 
production of houses last year and 
hear the reply. It will be concise and 
forceful--bunk! 
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EVERY TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY, 
... leaves North Vancouver at 7:45 a.m. 


EVERY SUNDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY, 
...leaves Prince George at 7:00 a.m. 


Southbound SCHEDULE Northbound *ISTENARD 
7:00 a.m. Lv. PRINCE GEORGE Ar. 12:30a.m. Saeet 
9:28 a.m. Ly. QUESNEL Ar. 10:07 p.m. Ren tht ec eee 
11:55 a.m. Lv. WILLIAMS LAKE Ar. 7:25 p.m. sie 
8.30) umn. sy CLINTON ie SSO 
5:25 p.m. Ly. LILLOOET Ar. 2:00 p.m. * RECLINING 


11:45 p.m. Ar. NORTH VANCOUVER Ly. 7:45 a.m. 
FARES... regular coach rates plus reserved seat fares. 
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x AIR-CONDITIONING 


New Deluxe “Cariboo Dayliner”’ service is offered in addition” 
] THROUGHOUT 


to regular three times weekly trains with sleeping car accom- 
modations .. . carrying passenger and express for all points 
between Vancouver and Prince George. * VIEW-WINDOWS 
* ALL SEATS 
RESERVED 
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Head Office: 1214 East Pender Street 
VANCOUVER, B. C. 


SERVING THE AREA FROM 
VANCOUVER 


TO 


PRINCE GEORGE 


AND 


VANDERHOOF 


+ + + + + + + HH HH H 


AGENTS 
QUESNEL — Mr. W. (Bill) Sales — Phone Quesnel 48 
PRINCE GEORGE — Mr. M. (Murray) Carbert — Phone Prince George 693 
DAWSON CREEK — Mr. R. (Bob) McNirney — Windsor Hotel 
PRINCE GEORGE — SMITHERS — Mr. F. (Fin) Dingwall — Phone Prince George 692 


